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	The typical denominational Christian in the US today has a concept called "The Christian Work ethic". It is a truism that is partially true, but wrong in a way that is crippling to the true church of Jesus in our country.   


   	The truism states that Christians are hard working people who never take charity. They work from sun up to sun down 6 days a week 50 weeks a year and rest on Sunday. Some worship and rest on Saturday; the real 'Sabbath' under the "Old Covenant" (legalism) but that's another paper!


	We know the world's priorities are in this order:


1) Make money 


2) Have friends


3) Have fun	





Many preachers today tell men God's priorities for them are in this order:


1) Serve God


2) Be a good Husband and Father


3) Work hard at a steady job or business to support your family





     This is a lot better than the world, and scriptural, but still short of the mark. Here is God's order for the man, or head of household which often is a woman. It also happens to be His order for every living being:





1) Love God with all your heart, soul and strength.


2) Love your neighbor as yourself.





	Let's examine these 2, which are really 1 command (Love.) more closely and in contrast to the Religious notions of most American Christians today.





 	Jesus says we are to Love. Period. God is Love; pure powerful world changing agape love. Our only command under the new covenant is to Love. This means; let God flow thru us to others. 1 Cor. 13 details what that means, and that's another paper!


	Jesus goes on to say that it has 2 parts; the first is to Love God with everything you have. This is not done by most of us (herein "us" means American Christians) because of deception, selfishness, fear etc. Notice He didn't say, join a church, keep the 10 commandments etc, altho these are all good ideas! We have to ask God to teach us how to love Him. My easy way is to worship; play my piano and sing to Him praise. There are other ways, but that's a good start.


	Jesus then says the 2nd part is to love our neighbor AS OURSELF. Mony of us don't really love ourself. Many of us actually if we were honest hate ourself. This is evidenced by child abuse in many of our homes; we see ourselves in our children and lash out. We must ask God to heal & deliver us, and teach us to love the child of God called "me". Only then can we love our neighbor; and then it will be effortless.





  


	The result of this command of Jesus is the true list of God's priorities for a head of household. Upon examination it is seriously different than the list endorsed by most of our ministers. Here then is God's list of priorities for a head of household:





1) Love Me (God)


2) Love your Neighbor (Wife, kids, all people)


3) Love yourself





	Now let's break it down more in relation to our life in a real world where we have to provide for those we are responsible for:





1) Love God.


	He is first; seek Him, Praise Him, Talk with Him. You'll never find the great job He has 	for you if you jump out of bed and run to the want ads. Jesus said "Seek first The 	Kingdom of God...don't be like the heathen and worry about food, clothing etc; I'll care 	for you as I do the flowers and birds" (paraphrase)





2) Love your neighbor (Wife, kids, all people)


	You, as head of a household are responsible to provide for your own. This is clear in 	scripture. When you talk with God (prayer) He promises to lead you into green 	pastures. As you seek for a job, or start a business, lean on Him to guide you. 


		While you are following Jesus to the green pasture; the good job, he may lead 	you to go to school to prepare for that job, or move to another area; if He does, you 	must obey. 


		While you are seeking that job, God has given us Government to help us 	find our calling and vocation in life. Some of us are blessed with parents who can loan 	us the tens of thousands of dollars needed to get through the training needed to get a 	good job in the 21st century. For the rest of us, God establishes authority ( Rom. 13)


            thru the church, government etc. to help us become interdependent. I don't say 


            independent, because that is a deception; only Prophets who live on berrys and roots 	are independent; the rest of us depend on each other every day for the system to run.


		Contrary to a lot of our beliefs, it is sin to not take the help welfare has for us.


	The biggest sin is pride, and the only reason many of us won't take help from the 	government wether it be student loans, food stamps or medicaid, is pride.





3) Love yourself.


	This is a big one and many of us never get it. Unfortunately the first 2 hinge on it. We 	will never love God truly if we perceive of Him as one who creates ugly, stupid children. 	This is key: He created us perfectly the way we were meant to be; we can grow and 	change to be more wonderful every day. He is good and loving and merciful. 	Unfortunately we live in a cursed world full of demons, and herein lies the battle of the 	mind. We will never love others until we realise that God is good, the devil and the 	demons are real and evil, and he created us to choose to go His way by following Jesus


	closely every waking moment. 


