Preachers on the Web






Matthew W. Pittaway










November 12, 2000

This message is an attempt to speak a word to those who have ears to hear within the ranks of ministers who use the internet as a tool to promote their ministry. Many of these brothers are men of God at different levels of maturity. If the shoe fits, wear it, if not you should not take offense.

     As a computer tech with web sites on-line since 1995, and as a college instructor teaching the internet to students from 17 to 87, I stand in a position of authority in the natural to speak this word. As an anointed minister of the Rhema Word of God I exhort you to listen with a humble heart; God doesn’t enjoy spanking His kids.

    The internet, like the TV, is a public medium. There is no way to insure the world view of your page viewers. Jesus didn’t come for the church folks; they’re already saved (we hope!) however Jesus comes for the sinner. 

    The average sinner looks to the internet for entertainment or information. When they come to a web site selling items in the name of Jesus, they see the whore of revelation, not the bride of Christ. Jesus told His disciples; freely you have received, freely give. 

    God sent me out in 1999 with a word for preachers: “Repent from profiteering and controlling.” The motive of profiteering is so obvious on many “Christian” Web-sites. The issue is not the value of the tape or book; the issue is the first impression ( or 2nd, 3rd, etc.) your web site makes on the seeker. Do you present Christ as He was and is, or present YOU and your books, tapes, and other paraphernalia for sale?      

    As an evangelist I became acutely aware early of the way in which a profiteering motive will turn away a seeker. Yes it’s Satan who does this, and so we must be wiser if we love the lost as God does. The rich man wouldn’t even give the crumbs to Lazarus; how many ‘ministry’ sites have I seen that don’t even give away the basic Gospel tract message! Repent!!

    Only God can tell you how to set up your web site, not me. What God is telling you through me preacher, is this: consider prayerfully the impact of your site on the uninitiated. Do you have a path they can follow to get help, or only if they have a credit card?  

    Now to go deeper. We often hear preachers say “ ministry costs money; tapes and books cost a lot; we are giving a good deal.” Is God not able to provide for your publications to be dispersed? It’s grow up time. The New Testament teaches us that the CHURCH is to work together to publish God’s good news. Apostles took offerings from Christians for the work of the gospel; they didn’t try and sell scrolls at the public market!

    All I ask in the fear of Christ is that you consider the unsaved seeker’s reaction to your on-line “ministry”. Pray for the Lord to lead you specifically in how to reach the lost for Christ on-line without stumbling the least of these. It is a billboard on the public information superhighway.

