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Vulnerability

   
The Lord has been speaking to me about relationships in the body. We are supposed to be the family of God. In a family people see each other naked. nothing is hidden. They are free to complain, be imperfect, have faults, make mistakes, and ask stupid questions.

    
In a family, we care for one another. Love is the motivating factor that overules the confines of our ideas of what is appropriate. I am not saying we should act like fools in a small group, I am saying we need to open up to one another. The church is a MASH tent; Jesus said it was not the well but the sick who needed the physician. Thank God I was once so messed up I looked up and found Jesus.

    
As Americans, we have been raised on the concepts of independence and the puritan work ethic. You grin and bear it, and you don't ask anybody's help. This is not New Testament. The church had all things common, I just read today Paul's words; " Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth." What a concept! This would put Dave Ramsey out of business!(just kidding Dave) Not piling up your investments for the future? Trying to make your brothers rich instead of yourself? Was Paul nuts? No , the Kingdom works this way. We serve each other and it creates a powerful synergy lifting up everyone involved.


The human body functions in an absolute state of interdependence. When a part of you is hurting, your whole body feels pain. You get help; even if it is a little organ inside nobody can see. The appendix is not even needed to live, but if it is sick and bursts; you're dead! My own father was completely racked by cancer, yet felt nothing. A tumor had wrapped around his spine cutting off the messages between the head and the body. Satan has done the same thing to us.

The American puritan work ethic has taught us to work hard, which is good. The apostles exhort us to enter into God's rest. The balance we need in the body of Christ is not dependancy or indedendence but interepence. That is reality; we are all dependent on each other in any but the most crude backwards native cultures. We depend on the grocer to have food, the gas station to have gas, the oil companies to produce it, the truckers to deliver, our entire lifestyle is interdependence. This is how the body of Christ has to become to function as it was meant to.


We need to hear this truth and live it: every single person in our little local assembly and in the Church around the world is equally important to God, all have gifts and ministry function. This God created equality is also a founding principle of our nation. We need to not only be willing to help but be willing to expose our own needs and hurts. Then we need to make sure we come with healing to the hurt one and not "kill the wounded".


I experienced this recently after my son spent 4 months in 3 hospitals in 2 state and we lost everything. My family was homeless and I was powerless to do anything except ask for help. Repeatedly I had to humble myself and ask for food, shelter, and money. I was scrutinized by "ministers" and experienced everything from loving care to total judgment and rejection in the name of Christianity.

    
Often our experience has been that when we opened up we were just hurt more; we exposed our wound and were then attacked at our place of vulnerability. Our reaction was to make vows such as "I'll never let a church reject me again" or "I won't ever depend on another person for anything". This tends to build walls in us to keep us from being hurt more, but it also keeps us from being helped. Interesting that every computer program that has ever been successful has as one of the main functions a "help" button.


 We need to pull down the strongholds that have been built up in us and which are walls seperating us from the ministry of the body. God has placed gifts in every single one of us and we need to use these gifts to serve and heal one another, just as the body  parts work in unison to heal any sick part. We also need to be open to the various gifts in the members of the body whom God can use as instruments of healing to us.  


When we humble ourselves and become vulnerable, we will be healed and able to fulfil our function in the body. The goal of Jesus and the apostles for us in our short lives was clearly stated in the New Testament: To grow up and take our place in the body, to all be one, to function smoothely, to be a mature body, in the image of Christ. God help us to repent, be healed, be revived and mature into a powerful functioning body of Christ.

