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	I live in The United States of America. We are the richest nation in the world. The fluctuations in our economy determine to a large part the financial status of the entire world. The average US citizen lives in more comfort and luxury than most of the kings of earth's history. 


	Because of technology, we live in homes of carpeted floors with clean, evenly distributed heated air in every room. We have sufficient light for whatever we want at the flick of a switch. We have hot, cold or any variant of temperature of running drinkable water for bathing or cooking. We have instant heat for baking or frying, microwave, blenders, toasters, etc 


    	We have entertainment which for the first 6,000 years of man's history was unimaginable, from our  200+ satellite TV channels to the internet, computers, radio, CD's and tapes of the greatest symphonies or worst punk rock, depending on our taste or mood. Though the internet we have access to any information on any subject under the sun. We in the USA who are at the "poverty" income level have almost all of these things, and most people have more. 





	I grew up in a middle class family and as a teen I left home and became a hippy. I "bummed" around and often lived literally on what Americans threw away. I went to Mexico and saw how really poor people live, and was impressed with how happy they were. I only lasted a few months at a time, then I had to get a job and get some "stuff" !


	When I gave my life to Jesus, I found that walking with Him I could be full of joy wether I had money or not! I was excited studying His word, getting to know His people, worshipping Him, and telling everyone I met about how great it was walking with Christ every day.





	The average middle and upper middle class US family has a house and 2 cars, video games, recreational motorbikes and vehicles just for fun; mini-bikes, go-carts or ATV's, boats or Ski-doo's. Many own second "vacation" homes, condo's or time shares. Regular vacations are a way of life for most Americans.


	The average middle class family has health, home and life insurances, investments for retirement, IRA's Mutual funds or they are playing the stock market. If any people anywhere or at any time in history should be thankful and count their blessings, it is the people of the USA in the 21st century.





	However I find a strange thing among my fellow citizens today. I find dissatisfaction, unrest, covetousness and greed. Fathers are taking extra jobs or working overtime to buy even more things, and most mothers work for the "freedom" to have their own car, giving their children to daycares or public schools to raise for them.





	In the midst of this hedonistic backsliding, when the preachers of righteousness should be calling for repentance, a strange phenomena has appeared. Preachers in many churches and on TV are telling people that God will bless them financially if and only if they pay tithes and give offerings into their ministry. Not so strange however when it was predicted by the apostles almost 2000 years ago.





1 Tim 6: Paul warns Timothy to avoid:


5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.


 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.


 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.


 8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.


 9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.


 10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  





	How can people who have Christ in their hearts be duped by this foolishness? Does it take a genius to figure out that if a man can get 5 couples who both work to "pay tithes", 10% of their gross income, then give offerings on top of that, the result is that man is going to make as good a living as the 10 working stiffs? How hard is to realise that when their are 50 couples doing the same it is a big money corporation?





The Deception





	The apostles and Jesus only taught one way for people to put money into the church. They were to give as the had decided beforehand in their own hearts based on love and joy in God and His work. Tithe under the New Covenant was NEVER mentioned by the apostles in the context of giving to the church. It was law, and though it was from a pre-law covenant, it was, as is every covenant, usurped forever by Christ's New Covenant.


	Jesus only mention of tithing was to rebuke hypocritical pharisees for tithing herbs, yet ignoring the important issues ofmercy and truth. He said they shouldn't have left "the other undone" but that is because they were UNDER THE LAW! They were jews and Jesus never told Jews to break Moses' law; only men's traditions.


	The writer if Hebrews mentions tithes when talking of Melchizedek, the priest who payed tithes to Abraham. This context is Melchizidek as a type of Christ, and NOT teaching Christians to tithe! The fact is that under our New and superior Covenant cut by Jesus Christ, we are not under any other covenant or law any more; Jesus fulfilled them all, and we keep them because we live in Love and the Holy Spirit, and therefore do what is good by our new nature, not by rules.


	We DO study God's laws, and learn about righteousness. Of course all civilization is based on God's laws, but Jesus described a far better covenant, which by the power of the Spirit within us would enable us to live so that our "...righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and pharisees." Under their covenant, murder was not allowed, but under Christ it is much mre stringent; under the Love covenant, we do not even allow anger to dwell in our hearts.


	When the subject of money is studied thouroughly, we find that absolutely everything, not 10%, or 30% or anything less than 100% percent belongs to God. We are to give under our New Covenant as we are inspired by the Holy Spirit from a joyful heart filled with God's Love and that in secret. NOT calculating our return under a legalistic system of any kind!





  	I am amazed that Christians can sit and listen to a preacher tell them that no matter what their situation, if they don't give 10% off the top of every paycheck they are "robbing God" and will be put under a curse!! the apostles taught that we have been redeemed from the curse of the law, and James went on to say that if a person is going to try and obtain righteousness by keeping any law, they must keep the whole law! Are these 10% preachers killing lambs and sprinkling blood when they sin?  Most of these "prosperity" preachers aren't satisfied with that. They teach 3 tithes, and sowing and reaping, and anything else they can find to GET THE SHEEP'S MONEY!





The Truth





	In Christ 100% of every penny, every item, every thought word and deed, every minute of our time, every part of our body; it ALL belongs to God. To toss 10% at God to pay him for protection from locusts and guarantee we will get a blessing is an abomination. Jesus gave it all for us, and we owe it all to Him. The deceived child of God who pays a tithe, then spends the 90% any way they fell without praying for direction is not in Love with Jesus.





	God has given us a great many promises; in Christ every one is yes and amen. What a blessing that we can trust God for protection and blessing and provision, wether we have money to give or not. We know that when we give we shall receive, we know that when we sow we will reap; we can stand on these promises in faith believing God. He desires to bless us; but not so we can spend  80% - 90% of it on our lusts. God blesses us so we can be a blessing; this was always His pattern and intent; even under the Old Covenants.





	Does God want us to prosper? Of course He does. The Hebrew concept of prosperity when studied carefully in the scriptures is a person walking with God, living Holy, having a solid family life, friends, Godly education, social life, and did I mention, oh yes, financial blessings. They were a farm culture as was everyone for 5,950 of the last 6,000 years. Only in our "End times" of history when one farmer with giant tractors can raise food for 1,000 people, has prosperity amongst God's people started to mean something other that food, clothing and then extra to share as a sign of God's Love.





	My personal experiences in life have shown me the depth of this truth. When I had a business and made the middle class American income, I spent little time with my wife and children, and less time worshipping God, winning souls, studying His word and praying. I thank God that Jesus showed me the way saying; "Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven". 


 





