Suffering

Suffering is common to all men. Nobody likes it, and everybody has it sometime or other. Some folks suffer greatly and some for long periods of time. It is hardest to endure anything when you have no idea why you are suffering or when it will be over. In these cases the Lord exhorts us through His apostles to keep in mind certain things. When we are suffering these things it is comforting to know there is a reason and hope.

2 Thess 1: 

4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:

 5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:

 6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;

 7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,


This passage reveals an interesting aspect of suffering at the hands of the wicked. God’s righteousness is revealed when He judges the people who persecute you. We always want to see the bad guy “get it” in the end when we watch a movie or show involving “bad guys” and “good guys”. What about suffering where there is no known culprit, like sickness? Then we have to Look deeper.
James was Jesus’ brother. He grew up watching the Lord, his big brother, and his writings are very important to balanced understanding of God along with the other writers. 
Jas. 5:

10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

 11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

Here James encourages us to look at heroes of faith who have suffered. He refers to the prophets, and Jesus also told His disciples that “so persecuted they the prophets who were before you.” We are New Testament believers and as such all called and ordained to move into the giftings of the Holy Spirit. We are the fulfillment of Moses words to the 2 Israelites “Would that all God’s people would prophesy”.

God’s people and specifically those who impacted the people of their time have endured suffering. This is a mystery and certainly isn’t the end goal of God; He doesn’t enjoy watching us suffer, in fact He also suffers along with us as a compassionate Father. James refers to Job and exhorts us to look at how God blessed him after the suffering period was ended.

So we can conclude that if we find ourselves suffering, we are called to something important such as the ministry of a prophet, and that at the end there is a reward. In Job’s case the great suffering was rewarded with a great reward. Not only was he blessed doubly in this life, He has the eternal heritage of a large portion of scripture all about him! He is famous; even non-“churched” folks all know about “The patience of Job”.

1 Peter 2:

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.

 19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.

 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.

 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:

 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

Here Peter speaks of an important qualifier for suffering. If we are living right, and walking with Jesus, and then find ourselves suffering, we can then be confident trusting the Lord that we will overcome. It may be a day, a week or a year; God only knows how long we can endure or what He is accomplishing, but we must stand in faith that He will bring us through victoriously.

So we know that IF we are living Holy, then we can expect God to bring us through. He also promises us that we will not be tested past the point which we are able to endure: 

1 Cor. 10:

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

David said to his heart: “Why are you cast down?” He counted his blessings and encouraged himself. We need the body to encourage us when we are down but we can and must speak to ourselves also.

