SUCCESSFUL MINISTRY?





The  successful shepherd and flocks who do not receive you will miss the next move of God and will be like children standing outside of Disneyland unable to get in crying to their parents; why didn't you pay the price?





    This is key to the Gospel; yes the churches today are religious shells not what Jesus doing, but when you give your life to Jesus you give your life. It has to be a militant thing; like joining an army. Hair cut, new uniform, new bunk house, new rules. it's culture shock, or it ain't real baby. This is 5-fold 'psychology' if you will. The Apostle does signs and preaches, the Prophet has revelations and words of knowledge, the evangelist calls out sin and conviction, then the Pastor and teacher can comfort the new baby and teach.


    	The new Testament converts saw the Apostles and were amazed; they wanted to be just like them, but they were also were filled with awe and Godly fear and knew they had a lot of training  or something to go through.


    	When I got saved in jail I faced persecution from the get go. You have to sell out and go all the way; it's a total re-birth; the umbilical is cut; it's from womb to world; from water to air; from umbilical to breathing; you're out there with God now. Otherwise it's just not real. Kids today really deep down want this; a breaking away from parents and sin. Not breaking away from parents and "American family values" ; lead them to break away from parents, society and SIN, to live for Jesus. 


	This is key; Jesus said the foxes have holes; don't follow me for comfort; this is a for the tough only; those who are willing to take the great adventure. He wasn't candy coating trying to get tithers. He was looking for a few radicals who would go the distance. This is why it was so hard for the rich and comfortable; they had too much to lose.





	Ask preachers this; "How do you guage your ministry's success?"


Is it by the size of your building? Is it by the number of people who follow you? Is it by signs and wonders? Is it by how many people come to the altar ?


	Nowhere in the New Testament does Jesus, Paul or anyone point to a building. Paul said "...We all are the household of God and we're built upon the same foundation of Apostles and Prophets..."


	So is it the numbers? Look at the crowds? When Jesus hung on the cross in obedience to God there were no crowds; are you beasring your cross? There are 30 thousand people paying to see Marilyn Manson; no crowds aren't God's measure of a ministry.


	How about signs and wonders? Well considering these are the end times, and I see more and more successful magicians on TV, 900 psychic lines, and there is an astrology section in every paper, I wouldn't use that. Of course we can tell the real thing when God's power moves, and that's great, PTL! The truth is however some of the great miracle working evangelists were living in sin. Because God will touch His people no matter the state of your soul; the gifts and callings of God are without repentance.


	Then there's the minister who always gets half the congregation up to the altar; "Such a speaker; Oh I was touched; I had to have him lay hands on me..." they say. Next week they're back in their ruts. No, even Ron Hubbard can move crowds with his "dyanetics" deception.


	So what is it? How do we measure our ministry's success?


Let us understand what ministry is; not a building, not a work, not a crowd; it is Jesus serving people through us; Jesus speaking to people through us, it is us co-operating with the Holy Spirit to be a conduit for God's grace and love. This is sometimes a stern word that people don't want to hear; like a parent yelling at his child who is about to walk into a busy street; "Stop!! Turn around NOW!!!".


	It may be a word of comfort, it may be cleaning someone's house, or giving them a few bucks for a meal (or a few hundred for a mortgage). But the bottom line for God to guage your success is this: Are you walking in the love of my Spirit moment by moment? Heavy metal.


	How simple; and you know what, if God sees us in obedience and He knows our hearts are right, he'll move us to crowds. I think a lot of God's money is wasted on these big structures; I'd like to see it used to care for the widows and orphans, maybe start some inner city businesses. You'll have to go through some trials to purify your faith, but it isn't a hard thing to follow Jesus and fulfil your ministry. The road of the sinner is hard; trying to manipulate people so you can complete your huge building or TV ministry, man don't even head there unless it is God, God, God.


	The end of the saying is this. When we brush our teeth before bed and look in the mirror, can we honestly feel Jesus standing alongside looking in our eyes saying "Well done good and faithful servant" ? That is a successful ministry.
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