								Monday, September 27, 1999


These signs shall follow





	Jesus appeared to His 11 apostles after he had risen from the dead. He told them , according to Peter in Mark's gospel these words:





Mark 16:17-18 


	"These signs will follow those who believe:


		In My name they will cast out demons


		They will speak with new tongues


		They will take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing they won't be hurt.


		They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover."





These are 4 basic things any believer can and should I believe be able to do. This ability is of faith and a the will of God the Holy Spirit. We do not tempt God, making snake handling shows, etc. This is folly.





Jesus did nothing but what He saw the Father doing; He was 100% in perfect obedience to the Holy Spirit. He passed sick people and ignored them, and he walked right up to others and healed them. Paul certainly never looked for poisonous snakes to play with, but when a deadly asp fastened onto his hand, he tossed it aside and went right on doing what he was doing, resulting in no small stir!


	There are many ministers today who have nothing to do with deliverance. They are seminary taught men who believe all kinds of things, but don't obey Jesus command. God help them and us.


	On the flip side there are ministers who have encountered a few demons and go off on a power trip stirring up demons everywhere they go; drawing attention to themselves and puffing up until their heads don't go thru the door. 


	Both extremes are wrong; God help us to find the balance of righteousness which lies within the narrow road of walking intimately with the Holy Ghost. We must not push away the tormented, and we must not spend our lives turning over rocks seeking demons.


	If you think you may have a demon, until you can find a real believer who binds them and casts them out, you can praise God for this scripture. YOU are a believer, and YOU can look in the mirror and say boldly "I bind and gag every demon in and around my soul, mind will emotions and sub-conscious in the mighty name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth! Jesus shed His precious blood and it flows all over me into every nook and cranny of my being in Jesus' name! You are bound and your time is short, you demons! I'm giving you notice, you are evicted! "





DO IT NOW ! DON'T WAIT !!!


	And do it every time the Holy Spirit says to, even if it's several times a day. Oh and another thing; get rid of every occultic or even slightly occultic book, record, tape, CD, statue, idol, wind catcher, catholic candle, tea leaves, chicken bones, tarot cards, astrology clipping from the paper or internet, ouija board , angel board (same thing) , porno magazine, porno link on the net, 1-900-E.S.P. witch phone number, website etc. Get it out! Don't sell it ; burn it or break it or something, but don't pass it on! These items give the demon permission to be in your home, in your kids, in you!


	I saw a vision once of a demon related to a sin I kept struggling with. It was deeply rooted from my childhood. It was like a large bat with an ugly fat face leering at me. God help us to see into the spirit realm so that we are totally sickened by these demons we call "our little faults".


	 If you saw the demon of lust like a giant slug sucking your guts out you might just not go to that porno web site again. That demon in you brother; (you're the head of your household) can crawl over onto your wife and out into the hall and onto your kids; you are the head; the gatekeeper! Repent! God help us please to wake up; we are the church; if we don't get right, what will happen to the lost ? God help me to examine my own heart daily.





	I will overcome satan now by the blood of the lamb and the word of my testimony:


When I was saved, I had been involved in every perversion and sorcery imaginable from the hippy days; fornications, witchcraft, drugs, you name it. I was demon posessed to the max!


	The moment I was born again I gained a LEVEL of freedom. I was born again in my spirit man; The Holy Spirit was dwelling in the Holy of Holies of my person; my spirit. There were no demons there. I know this because the level of my soul we call the "will" was now free. Before salvation I had "blacked out" and attacked a person without even remembering the time that had passed. That is posession, and a born again believer cannot be posessed. A religious person surely can be, as I experienced first hand one time.


	I was just newly saved, in jail awaiting my release. I had been telling a young man about God and he was sharing how he had grown up in a religious family, and thought there was a God, etc. He was not born again. I was trying to teach him the "Lord's prayer" or the disciples prayer; the "Our Father". 


	One day we were talking, when suddenly he lunges at me, and in an instant we were literally tumbling all over the cell, bouncing off bars and walls for about 10-20 seconds. Everyone in the cell, which was a pretty mild group compared to some cellmates I've had, said "Hey why did you do that? " He looked around like "Do what?" He was unaware of what he had just done. 


	I was a brand new believer and totally inexperienced. All I knew was to teach him the Lord's prayer and stuff like that. A couple years after I had been released I read he had been picked up hitch hiking and attacked a woman, and killed her. He was going to prison for a long visit. Oh that the church I had grown up in had taught the truth about our authority and the demons!! That girl would very well likely be alive today. God help us.





	When I was first released into the world, I had a lot of problems. I had strange nagging thoughts from my recent and dark past. I didn't know but these were demons attacking my soul. Some were inside of my mind and flesh, and some were outside.


	I was blessed to be a songwriter and singer. I would strum my guitar and the Lord would inhabit my praises, the demons would be still as when David ministered to Saul. A brother gave me a book entitled "Pigs in the parlour" ; you can get it on the net or in any good christian bookstore. I read it and got understanding on my soul; which is the mind, will and emotions. I learned how to begin my deliverance by binding every demon the Lord pointed out.


	Since I was a new believer, I didn't "have my senses exercised to discern good and evil" adn as a result I was binding up zits, B.O. and all sorts of things that weren't even demons, but I was making progress! Later some good brothers who were full of God's Holy Spirit and mature in discernment cast many demons out for good. The Lord has taken me periodicly to deeper levels of my soul to deliver me from demons which were deeply rooted as far back as early childhood abuse. After 22 years of ministry I am very close to being totally delivered, and will not let up until I have complete purity wether it be before I die or not!


	


	Right about now there are a lot of religious demons in someone reading this shouting; "Don't read this!! AAHHH! Stop reading this; it's heresy!!! Christians can't have demons!"


Tell that devil to be silent in Jesus mighty name! Who else would we cast demons out of? Only God's people want to be free of evil; and remember what Jesus said about the demon who is cast out and roams around and comes back finding his house swept and empty, then gets 7 worse and the state of the man is worse than before the deliverance? Why do you think Jesus told us that?


	Of course christians have demons; they are part of the curse like sickness, old age, pain etc. God help us wake up from the luke warm American sunday churchianity slumber we have been in! Kids are bombing their schools! Kids are committing suicide! Crime is rampant! Another baby is tortured to death in the national holocaust of abortion every 20 seconds! We gotta wake up church; Judgement is nigh for America if we don't GET REAL!





	I think it is critical to ponder that Jesus said FIRST that believers will cast out demons. He didn't do things by accident. Then He followed with 'They will speak with new tongues." This is a sign that follows believers. I was surprised when I found out that Paul said in 


1 Cor. 14:5 that "I wish you all spoke in tongues..." Yes he said that it's better to prophesy, but the thing I had passed by too quickly was that Paul, the man who write MOST of the New Testament, said he WANTED US ALL to Speak in Tongues. As an old ballplayer I know you can't get a double without going to first base. 


	Man was filled with pride in the time of Genesis 11; they were building a tower to the sky, so God humbled them; he made them speak in different tongues. God isn't going to make you speak in tongues under the New Covenant, you can even cast out devils, but this is one gift given to every person. God doesn't give you powerful signs and miracles in your ministry until you humble yourself to the foolishness of speaking in tongues. If you won't humble yourself to this, don't prophesy over me or mine.





	As far as taking up deadly serpents and drinking poison, I don't feel this is a "type" of some spiritual thing; none of the other 3 are. This is just a faith building assurance that we are protected by God when we go forth as believers in Him obediently. 


	I have been protected from fire and food poisoning by God. I hate snakes and thank God I haven't had to be blessed by that experience! I have also been protected from multiple repeat killers in prison, drug overdoses and all sorts of perils which I am surely unaware of. Glory to God!





	They shall lay hands on the sick and recover. What a promise. I've seen this happen many times, God has healed my wife , myself, each of our children. Our youngest son had a heart transplant and has had several miracle healings to boot that the doctors could not explain.


	I spent years studying healing. It was not time wasted, but the conclusion of the matter is God loves folks, and if you'll lay hands on them, God will heal some of them. You can't make it happen or pump up your faith or anything else; I've been there and done that and it's a lot of hype. As you grow in grace, if you are willing to just do this and believe God for good things; you will see people healed; the signs follow if you believe.


	I will say that studying God's word helps immensely in all these things, because when we have His word in our hearts, the Holy Spirit can speak to our minds; we renew our minds to understand His ways. Faith comes by hearing; hearing comes by the word of God. This is a good point to meditate upon.


 


	If you are a believer and are not doing these things, just ask God to help you be obedient. Get out your concordance and go to work; the Holy Spirit will teach you as you ask, you will receive wisdom and boldness to go forth in Jesus' name doing the works of the believer! God help us, Amen.


