	WHY IS REPENTANCE SO HARD?


	


	God has been calling humanity to repentance for 2000 years. The Old Testament prophets continually called for Israel to repent. Jesus and John the baptist both spoke "Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand".


	I find it intriguing why people are so reluctant to repent. Even those that want to have a hard time; and others who desire repentance cannot repent in the ways they relly need to; they just put on a show or repent of things that aren't the root of their problem. Others "repent" of the same thing over and over without gaining victory.





	I think this needs to be divided into 2 parts: 


	1) What is repentance?


	2) Why repent?


		A) What are we repenting FROM


		B) What are we repenting TOO





	


    First, repentance is not simply shanging your mind, as some have said. It means a real change of heart which results in a change of thoughts, words, and actions; a change of world view and lifestyle. It can start as a simple realization such as ; "Oh, I see, the Bible is God's word to man". This must result however in a following action to continue on to the end of the matter and act upon it whole heartedly to qualify as repentance.


	I want to state emphatically that this is not possible for a human being alone; it has to be a gift from God. Repentance is granted to us by God. It is a gift and as all gifts when abused can be taken away forever, as it was with Esau who "could not find repentance though he sought it with tears". This is a dangerous place to be.





	I remember my repentance. I had been a rock musician, hippy and drug user for about 4 years. I had grown up in a liberal Lutheran church and thought I was right with God; I was as right as a lot of the people from that church were! The loose theology had no real impact on my life. I studied other religions and eventually studied and practiced various forms of sorcery or witchcraft.


	The result of my philosophies was that I woke up in jail one day facing a possible 30 years in prison. I was so decieved I thought of this as merely a set-back. Again realise that I was raised in a (liberal) "Christian" church and believed somewhat in the Bible, Jesus etc. I was confused by all the other philosophies I had studied and just trying to mentally piece it all together, and was a seeker of truth.


	In jail you are tough or you are picked on, so I started to work out, take fighting lessons from different cell mates and got into some sparring matches and actual fights. I took on the "lingo" of jail which involved a lot of cursing. I became accepted and fit in after a few months, which was a great deal better than the initial few months of being a 60's "love child" and being beaten up by some punk every day.


	One day a young man about 17 was put in our cell for drunk driving. I think it was a mistake because our cell was for violent offenders. Some guys decided to "scare this kid" so he would not get into real trouble; seemed like a good motive. I was included and so we got a contraband jump rope we had made from strips of bed sheets, and late at night when the deputies were watching TV, between the times they checked the cells, we tied this boy to the bars. 


	The next part I hadn't been privy too; someone said "We're gonna teach you what they do to young boys in jail; we're going to rape you. If you yell out it will go a lot worse on you." I didn't like this but we were trying to scare him, so...


	The young man started crying and begging us to let him go. Suddenly I was seeing this whole scene from a completely different perspective, as if I was watching from a corner of the room. I realised all at once that my entire life was a hypocrisy, I was a miserable wretched sinner and needed to find forgiveness and fast. 


	I repented.





	I told my cellmates this was enough. They agreed and we untied the kid. I went to my bunk and prayed for God to forgive me, to somehow help me be a child of God. I knew instinctively that Jesus was my savior, and the answers to all my longings were in the Bible. I got down the Bible that is in every jail cell. I began to read the book of Genesis. I spoke with the jail chaplain and he helped me understand salvation.





	This was my first repentance. I had a revelation of where I was wrong, this was given to me as a gift from God. I acted upon it and changed my entire direction. I had to admit that I was wrong, I had gone a wrong way, thought the wrong things, was doing the wrong things. It was not that hard being a loser in jail.





	Since then I have repented many other times. I have, by the grace and mercy of God, found that the gift of true repentance is a key to the kingdom of God. It is a key to unlock many doors starting with the door to salvation.





	I have often wrestled with repentance. There are things I am trying to repent of right now; impatience with my children, worry over finances, being overly concerned with what people think of me, and other sins. I have to wonder why I don't just "get over" these sins as soon as I see them and the need to repent. Why doesn't God just "grant me repentance" like He did the first time? 


	I see other men and women whom I talk to every day who obviously need repentance. Their sins are easy for me to see, and everyone else, but they don't repent. There are reasons and I find it interesting and freeing for us to look at them.





2) Repent from what? and too what end?





DECEPTION


	One reason people do not repent is they are simply deceived; they don't see it. Satan has them blinded to the sin in their life. The very nature of deception is that we cannot see where we are deceived. This is something to meditate upon. Understanding the nature of deception helps us realise our need for others to point out the flaws in our character or way of thinking. 


	I am reminded of a true humorous story in which a patient in a mental hospital  is asked by a psychiatrist to explain his line of thinking when he commited a certain crime. The patient responds in some detail and then says "It doesn't make much sense when I repeat it; does it ?" To which the psychiatrist replies; "Very good, you are half way to being cured. " 


	The point the doctor was making is that most people who are never cured and spend their lives in mental institutions refuse to acknowledge that they are crazy. The only patients who have a chance of getting out are the ones who can realise; "Hey, that line of thinking wasn't very logical." When we are deceived we cannot even see the need to seek repentance.





PRIDE


	This sin can often tie into deception. The truth is that some people want to be deceived. We call these proud people. Now there is a pride such as being 'proud' of a job well done that is good. The pride that hinders repentance is a stubborn refusal to look at another point of view, and acknowledge, "Hey, you might have a point there".


	Pride stems from our fears; fear of failure, fear of discipline, fear of not being loved or accepted by our peers. Pride is the original sin; Eve didn't want God to have knowledge of good and evil and be greater than she. Pride is an insidious sin and is very hard to overcome. I think of times when I was wrong in disciplining my child; how hard it was to go to them and say "I'm sorry; I was wrong." Why is that so hard; I knew I was wrong, I knew it would free them to admit it, but I was proud. This act brought me "down to their level" and I wasn't the omnipotent father anymore, but hey; I never was.





FEAR


	These words; deception, pride, fear etc. overlap in many areas. Fear is a strong factor in why people do not repent. Fear is faith in the devil; the belief that something evil is surely going to happen. We are afraid of what people think, or will think. We are afraid of consequences.


	One type of fear I see a lot trying to help people find repentance is the fear of having wasted time. This is super important to understand! I knew a man who was a sincere Christian who could not let go of certain false doctrine because he had believed it for so long! Oh beware my brothers and sisters of this deception!


	 Never fall for this; God uses everything for good if we give it to Him in faith! I have spent decades doing and thinking wrong things, and when I repented God used that in a mighty way! Who better to convince others of a wrong doctrine or action than the man who did it himself for years?


	Another fear relating to Christianity is " If I think that way, then that means mama (or daddy, or grampa etc.) didn't make it into heaven." This holds many people back from God's full blessing! What a deception; it doesn't make any sense when you think about it. 


	Just understand dear ones; God judges mama (daddy etc.) based upon what they knew ! You will stand or fall on what you know! Mama is probably in heaven going "don't waste the years I did in that deception !!!"  Open your mind to God's truth, God is loving and doesn't shoot people off to hell who were good people because they didn't have all their doctrine straight!!! We don't judge people in the 19th century who didn't think God wanted people to fly; but if you don't believe people can fly today you are in sad shape.





	There are probably many other reasons people do not repent. Preachers don't want to think they may have taught heresy, teachers don't want to think they led students astray; but repentance must occur despite our past. God will not judge us for past mistakes if we are open to change; but woe unto us if we stubbornly hang onto wrong for any reason. 


	God help us all, I said all, every single one of us, to make repentance a regular part of our lives. It is not an option, it is the very nature of spiritual growth and a victorious Christian life. To insure this, let us vilently seek area we need to repent of, and find faithful friends who will help us to "confess our faults one to another, and pray one for another so that we may be healed." 


	We repent from wrong thoughts, habits etc. too be more like Jesus, to have better, fuller lives and to be open the doors of heaven's blessing in our lives. The rewards of repentance are many and greatly outweigh any temporary discomfort or struggle we have finding it. So let's repent!


	  











