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Out of Order

A Message to the Church in America

Introduction

My name is Matt Pittaway and I live in Nashville, Tennessee, USA. I have been a preacher for 24 years since being convicted of my sins in a Jail Cell near Detroit when I was 21 years old. I am married and have 3 children.  

Unlike most preachers you know I have never been “ordained” by any group or denomination, I have never formed or pastored a church, and I have spent months at a stretch not even attending any “church” meetings. Most ministers of any reputation or standing in their communities consider me to be a troublemaker, and that I guess is one way God keeps me humble.

 However I have tried sincerely since coming to Jesus to dig His truth out of the scriptures and live it as best as I can. This writing is my attempt to communicate my understanding of the condition of the church in the USA and where She needs to go to become the Bride; without the spots and blemishes She currently presents to the world.

Much of this book may seem uninteresting, but the things God has shown me are keys to revival and unity in the body of Christ. Imagine the blessing of God on your city ; government leaders living for Jesus and handling our taxes frugally and honestly. Imagine the porno shops and strip bars 
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closed for lack of business. Imagine your local church not only out of debt but overflowing with funds to support missions. 

Now imagine the end of the path America is on: The government runs everything and the believer is considered legally insane; his children are taken by the government to raise in secular humanist schools which are full of occult teachings and evolution. Your 3rd child is aborted for population control reasons up to and including the time of birth. Your parents are “put to sleep” to relieve the economy; after all they’ve had 65 good years. Your unsaved neighbors are cloning themselves so they can have kids they really like. You won’t accept a smart chip implanted in your hand to track what you buy and sell, and the mental hospitals are full, so you are trucked to a compound like the Jews in Nazi Germany to await your “fate”.

This is a prophetic warning. I was preaching this before Sept. 11th, and it makes more sense now than ever; the church in America will repent and get back to the order God set by the apostles and Jesus, or the nation will see more of God’s judgment and less of His protection. The discipline of the work involved is hard; but our families’ futures depend on it. We have to break out of the deceptions and compromises we have backslidden into as the church in America.
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I have spent 24 years preaching on the streets and at my job to the average American Joe. I have worked to be part of the solution in many, many churches across the USA. I have watched my son die slowly 3 times and seen God raise him from the dead , every time reminding me He CAN bring the church in America to unity and glory. I have sought Him with tears and He has given me a part of the answer to share. 

This book is not for sale. The answer lies in our hearts and wills. If my people. God says the ball is in our court. I want to live with my wife, kids and grandkids in a free, healthy, prosperous America. Do you? If so then plow through this document with disciplined determination! 

Music has always been a big part of my life. My parents sang in the choir at church when I was a boy, and my mom played the old pump organ in our living room. I took up the violin when I was 5, and also sang in church and boy’s choirs. When I was 15 I taught myself guitar and followed the path of Rock –n- roll for 5 years. I dove into every perversion, drug, philosophy, occult and wicked activity I could find until it’s final end in that jail cell where Christ showed me my extremely sinful state.

When I was converted, I began pouring out my soul in songs to the Lord. I wrote over 300 songs to or about God in the first few years of my Christianity. The first few months of my New Life in Christ were spent in jail, and I told everyone coming into my cell about my experience with God. This captive audience responded better than most folks I meet today!
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I had a new-born love for my country. I had repented from my Hippy communist humanist ideas and realized what a great nation I was blessed to be born in. The scriptures spoke to me of freedom, liberty, democracy and equality. I saw why our nation was great and my love for her was increased every day. I had a desire to do something to serve our great nation which I had despised in my youthful ignorance. 

When I was released I went from church to church trying to find the culture I envisioned in my readings of the New Testament. I was greatly disillusioned by the stale religion in most assemblies and the doctrinal slants and detours of each denomination. Finally I was directed by an old friend of the family to a vibrant church of sincere folks who were from many different denominations and had formed an independent church trying to find the true and living way of Jesus in community.

I was a zealot and would go to rock concerts and pass out hundred of gospel tracts to the kids preaching at the top of my voice to my generation, and for the most part being completely ignored! I probably looked pretty funny to those kids! Some were touched however and I hope someday to see them in heaven.
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I could have stayed here and grown fat, but the Lord had other plans, and He led me over the next 20 years to over 200 churches all around the USA. I sang my songs and tried to be a contributing part wherever I went. I experienced everything imaginable that exists in the USA under the guise of “Christianity”. This then is my summation of where the church in the US is today, and where She needs to go to become the Bride of Christ. Simply put this is my “95 theses” and my prayer is that we will become as Jesus prayed in the garden before He died for us:

 Jn 17:21 “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

What qualifications or right do I have to write this book? I tell folks my qualifications to minister are these: I am a weak, foolish, base “nobody”.

1 Cor. 1:27:

“27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:

 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.
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I could build a case for myself bragging on my exploits, the “hi points” of my life and my accomplishments. However 

one of the main points of this diatribe is to remind us that the apostle Paul, who wrote most of the New Testament, said :

1 Cor 13:9

“ For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.”

You see we ALL have a part ; including you, and we need to have the ability to express that part of the body given to us by God. When that which is perfect or mature is come; the Bride of Christ with every part functioning, when we are one, the world will know the truth. 

Until this happens; until we all are functioning in our place in the body and the church truly is the church in any community, the world will not be impacted. 

Chapter One

Where have all the flowers gone?

To understand the church in the USA today, where She is and how She got to this state, it helps to understand church history. It is easy to get bogged down in the miry details, but I want to hit on a few portions if history pertinent to the subject of getting the US church back on track. 

The first place in the time tunnel of Church history I want to visit is the “Jesus Movement” of the 70’s. Understanding this will shed a lot of light on where we are and how we got there. 

America after WW II was a solidly Christian nation. To be a citizen of the USA was to be a Christian in many eyes. We grew rich and the baby boom begat a generation of healthy wealthy educated kids. The large amounts of money available for technology research resulted in great innovations in electronics, medicine, communication, travel and other sciences. 

Intellectualism became an idol in America. Colleges and Universities pumped out humanistic teachers, “ministers” and other civic leaders who pushed God farther and farther out of out national psyche. The National Education Association became the nation’s most powerful political lobbying group.
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The morals of the people declined as time went on, and the church took on more secular ideas. Sermons put people at ease instead of convicting them of sin. Instead of motivating people to take a stand and fight for righteousness, our leaders lulled us to sleep so they could bilk us of more taxes, tithes and offerings.   

Then in the 70’s the young people who were filled with socialism and other stupid ideas by their teachers, rose up in rebellion. They saw the hypocrisies of their parent’s generation who claimed to be Christians, but lived lives contrary to Christ’s teachings, so they wrote off Christ and their parents and went on a rampage.

There was one bright spot; many young people joined in the fight for equality of races and civil rights. God always manages to create good out of any situation! 

Many young people following the hippy movement and the “Peace, Love, Dope” and “Tune in, Turn on and drop out” philosophies ended up in California disillusioned and hungry as they discovered that sitting around getting hi didn’t pay for food and rent. Then God moved on this group of young people hungry for answers, and the Jesus Movement was born.
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A great number of young people were truly converted in the Jesus movement. Unfortunately they looked for a church to go to and ended up being indoctrinated by luke-warm pastors and were rendered ineffective. Fortunately God always has a remnant.

I am asking anyone who was a part of that awesome Jesus movement; where are you? Have you melted into the woodwork accepting the sorry imitation of the New Testament church sitting around on pews in America today? If so I say this : “Tune in, turn on and drop out”! Tune into the Holy Spirit, turn onto the New Testament and drop out of the dead religion you’ve accepted! 

Since the Jesus Movement a stronger emphasis on the New Birth and evangelism has manifested in many denominations and independent churches. However the church has not been able to turn the hearts of the Nation to Christ. Why is this? Over 50% of the citizens of the USA are confessed Christians; why is our nation filled with every imaginable sin both legal and illegal?

Understanding this has been my quest for several years now, and God has given me the answers. If you are willing to read this book with a humble heart listening to the Holy Spirit I believe you will see with me the answer is clear. God wills for the church in America to repent and come into alignment with His New Testament in doctrine and lifestyle. Then and only then will we win back our Nation.
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So what follows is a list item by item with explanation of what God as revealed to me of His order for the church. He promised that if His people (not the lost of this nation) called by His name would humble themselves and pray, seek His face and TURN FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS He would hear from heaven, forgive their sins and HEAL THEIR LAND”. God is not a man that He should lie nor is He slow in performing His promises. The ball is in our court. 

Chapter 2

Bombs, School massacres and the Attack on America


The events of the last several years in our nation should have shaken us and awakened us from our deceptions. Jesus said we can look at the evening sky and say “The sky is red it will be a nice day tomorrow” , but we don’t see the signs of the times. 


In 1995 during the O.J. trial, a mockery of our criminal justice system, my youngest son was born. God had inspired me during a reading of Isaiah where He told Isaiah that his children would be signs to the nation. My wife and I had dedicated the child in her womb to God, and I had picked the name “Isaac” for him. 


I felt strongly that “Isaac” (my wife Mary picked his first name “Justin”) was to be a sign to America. He was born April 18th, 1995, the day before the Oklahoma City bombing. The time leading to his birth was uneventful and we had no knowledge that he would be anything but a healthy baby boy. After a normal birth, th edoctors informed us that His heart was deformed and would have to be repeaired with major open heart surgery immediately as he had only a week or 2 to live, maybe 3 at the outside.


This news was devastating and I hung tightly onto the impression I had that he was to be used by God as a sign to the nation. I meditated upon the deformed heart and how it spoke to our nation. Without a total change of heart he would die.
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Justin was life-flighted with his mother to Southern California to Loma Linda University Medical Center where he was put on a waiting list for a heart transplant. For him, as for our nation, a total change of heart had to take place or death was inevitable.


We prayed for a miracle, and when we arrived we found out that another baby, born the same day as Justin and having compatible blood type, also needed a heart transplant. Both boys had to have a heart in a week or 2 to live, but hearts must be donated by parents of a baby who dies and has a healthy heart. This occurs only about 1 time every 5 weeks, and so the L.A. news stations began to cover the story of the 2 babies “competing for a heart”. 


Justin’s story went across the world via satellite on CNN, 700 club, America talks and other TV shows. We were interviewed every day by TV, radio and newspapers for 2 weeks. Justin Isaac in 2 weeks in his weakness preached the gospel to millions while I in 18 years of preaching had only reached hundreds. His message was; I need a total change of heart or I will die. 


The 2 boys died slowly. When they were exactly 3 weeks old and barely kept alive by sophisticated life support machines, a heart was donated by the parents of a baby who had died, but who somehow had a healthy heart. The doctors gave it to the other baby, because it was a closer match and he had a better chance to live. 
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We were told the odds were astronomical against Justin Isaac getting a heart. We testified to the press conference cameras gathered that we were trusting God.

3 days later we received a call from the hospital; a doctor and his wife had seen Justin’s story and had lost their baby; the heart was a perfect match and they wanted to donate it to Justin. The gospel was being preached; no greater love exists than to give your child for the life of another. Justin was dead for 55 minutes while they cut out his heart, and sewed in the new one. He was raised from the dead and is a healthy 6 year old today. He received his heart on mother’s day, 1995.

So with me it is personal; God gave me the name “Isaac” for my son, whom I had to lay on the altar as did Abraham his Isaac. I knew the knife would go into his chest, trusting God to raise him from the dead. God came through, and Justin Isaac is a message to the church in the USA; you need a total change of heart, or you will die. I can speak this message boldly and those who “pooh-pooh” me I pray for because they will stand before God someday.

The church in America must repent. We have played church, organized ourselves into impotent social clubs, divided into denominational camps straining over gnats while swallowing camels. We have become almost totally ineffectual in changing our culture and bringing the hearts of our Nation back to God.
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Since Justin’s birth, America has watched her own people organize to blow up a government building in Oklahoma City killing many innocents. We’ve watched our children take guns to school and massacre each other. Before this we allowed ourselves to go numb to the massive drug abuse, child kidnappings, rapes, pornography, perversion and abortion sins of our nation. The Bible and prayer were kicked out of school in exchange for metal detectors. Our president was an unrepented whoremonger, so we rewarded him by re-electing him to the highest office in the land. 

Then September 11th our Muslim extremist enemies waged war on us and were able to kill thousands of innocents. Where was God’s protection?  Right where we put it; out of our hearts and minds. We expelled God and He was unable to be there for us when we needed Him, because He is a gentleman and only goes where He is invited.   

The nation reacted in disbelief, then grief, then anger. We pledged to get even. We bought out all the flags in the stores to display. Our national pride rose up and we decided we wanted to save our nation. We went to war against terrorism everywhere. Like a wounded bear we lashed out at our attackers and I don’t envy them!
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The pride in our nation and the flag waving is all well and good; but this angry bear still has heart disease. He may wreak havoc on some enemies, but unless he is healed deep inside he will die. The nation has not repented. The national opinion has changed in some obvious areas, and the flag burning liberals are unpopular right now, but the hope of the world and America is the church, and until she is right, things will only get worse. 

There is a real change in our nation since September 11th; I don’t want to sound totally pessimistic. This is the time for the church to get her act together; more people are coming back to church and “God” as they perceive Him, but a the Jesus movement only resulted in church attendees and a new record industry category, so our burning towers will only increase religious activity unless we do exactly what Jesus and the apostles told us , and this we are not.

The following chapters will detail our errors and what we need to do. Maybe it is the difference of cultures, the 2 thousand years of time, the language translations or just a satanic mind clouding; perhaps a combination of these, which has rendered us so impotent. Whatever the causes, we can turn back to the way laid out by Christ and the apostles, and my goal is to lay it out in a clear easy to follow path understandable by the common man in America, for it is he whom I call upon to lead the way; Joe Everybody, Mr. and Mrs. Pewsitter, The average working Christian who sits in “church” thinking; “Is this it?”
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No; this isn’t it; it is a shallow compromise of the vital organism called by Jesus and the apostles “The Church of Jesus Christ”.  You are the bricks called to make up this living temple; you must be in your place functioning in the power of the Holy Spirit, for that alone is the church; not a building made with hands or a religion organized by men!

Jesus said the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. You must be violent to rip yourself out of your comfort zone, to look honestly at yourself and admit your sins and repent. I have been doing this now for 2 years and I see so much that needs change it almost seems impossible, but I trust God who said through Paul

Phillipians 1:6

 “I am confident of this very thing; that He who has begun a good work in you shall perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”. 

If we are willing to let the knife go in, he can take out our heart of stone and replace it with a heart of flesh.

Chapter 3

Majors, Minors and Foundations

Jesus said the religious leaders of His day “strained at a gnat and swallowed a camel.” The Pharisees, would strive to be totally clean, so they strained their drinks through cloth to avoid swallowing a gnat which was unclean animal and not supposed to be eaten. Jesus said this because they majored on minor issues. This is still the case today.

One example Jesus gave went like this:

Luke 11:42

But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 

The Pharisees, being under the law of Moses, the Old Testament or covenant, and of course not into hard work, would grow herb gardens and give 10% of their “crops” to the storehouse. However they obviously were not concerned about fair in judgment, and were not manifesting the love of God. Being under the law they should have paid tithes, but this was a minor thing which they hinged their salvation on; they were missing the mark by a country mile.
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In America we have missed the mark also; the evidence is that our nation is sick, and God promised that if we were living right our nation would be healed. This is a simple fact that we as the people of God have to face; the state of the nation is our fault. Until we accept this and prepare our hearts to allow God to show us our sin, we cannot truly repent.

 We can continue “having revival” such as the recent past in which we are fooling ourselves and not fooling God, but the fruit and changed cities and nation doesn’t happen. The miracles are few and exploited by the profiteers and the nation just keeps going down the tubes. This is a tough word but this is the time for tough love; if we are obedient and truly humble ourselves; opening every iota of our heart, soul, mind, habits, thoughts words and deeds to the light, we will expose every sin and can repent; turn and find God’s fullest blessing again.

 This occurred in America once in the 1800’s when a preacher named Charles Finney came on the scene. He preached the uncompromised truth and mighty miracles followed him and whole cities and regions were totally converted; every last soul was saved in areas and the fruit remained for decades afterward. This revival and Charles Finney’s preaching and memoirs are exciting life changing readings I highly recommend.
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Major on majors

In the first century church the apostle Paul faced a problem we face today.

1 Cor 1:
10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

 11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

 12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.
There were no denominations in Paul’s day; there were only groups of disciples meeting mostly in homes or synagogues. However division was already beginning. This division has become so imbedded as denominations in the U.S.A. that many folks have just accepted it. I even had a pastor explain to me that the denominations were of God because they paralleled the 12 tribes of Israel in the Old Covenant ! That is NOT what the apostle Paul was saying !!  
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Jesus prayed His most fervent prayer; His last request before death, to the Father saying “I pray that they may all be one even as Father you are in me and as I am in thee that they also may be in us so the world will believe that you sent me”. (para.) We have allowed men’s traditions to usurp the Word of God. We must repent of this sin immediately. 

It is my experience that many who will instantly say “Amen” to the last paragraph are the worst offenders. Many denominational folks are working towards “Ecumenism” or a standard form of unity, but those who are more evangelical, fundamentalists or independents and SAY they want unity will not even discuss the doctrines they disagree with. 

This unteachable spirit has to be repented of. Your doctrine isn’t right because you happen to believe it is in the scriptures. We need to have 2 or 3 New Testament  examples or “witnesses” to establish doctrine. These need to be in context, and in order
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God’s Order

The key to unity and revival and the saving of our nation lies in understanding God’s order. The key to seeing souls saved and miracles of the power and numbers we have not seen is in God’s Order. The church today has a sign hanging on it which reads “Out of Order”. Anyone ever encountering a vending machine which was out of order knows the result: You pump your money in and nothing comes out; it does not work.

Order = Priority

We have to get understanding of God and His kingdom and it’s order. God has priorities which are not ours. Jesus even said in Luke 16:15:

And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.

We have got to understand and highly treasure what is important to God and get these things into priority. Then we will start seeing the Kingdom manifest in power.

ORDER 1: Jesus Christ Crucified
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This seems so simple we miss the gravity of it. We are NOT under the old Covenant; we are under a New Covenant. It is the Covenant cut in the body of Christ and replaces, usurps and fulfills every other “Old Testament” covenant. We know this but we do not practice it! 

God’s order is described in the analogy of a body and a building by Jesus and the apostles.  Jesus said the wise man built his house on a rock; which was Jesus and His Word, which are one since He is the Word made flesh. This means Jesus’ teachings are in order, priority 1 above the old Testament and dovetail with the teachings of the apostles; Christ’s teachings prepare the way for those of the apostles; they are in order first.

The analogies of Christ as the head of the church and we as the body parts illustrates this. The analogy of the building goes like this:

Eph. 2:

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:

 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
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ORDER 2: The apostles and prophets

In the above scripture we see God’s order of Jesus, then the apostles and prophets. This is confirmed by another witness:

1 Cor 12:28

And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

The order of leadership under Christ in His church is first apostles, then prophets. This is commonly taught in many circles but not practiced, because there are so many false prophets in the USA and the general backslidden condition of the church in this nation such that people really don’t even care how things are done as long as they get home in time for the big game! 

God’s order manifests in all categories of church life, and we would be greatly blessed if we sought them out and applied them regardless of our current traditions.
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Mark 7:

5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?

 6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.

 7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

 8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.

 9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.
Our church has been ineffective in converting our nation despite the endless stream of Christian literature, TV, radio, websites and church programs. It is time to toss our traditions and get back to the Word of God, In the ORDER of IMPORTANCE which God has laid out so clearly under the New Covenant!

How many times have I visited churches or religious websites or watched Christian programming , in my travels around the US to see the “Statement of Faith” offered lists things like “We worship on Sunday because of this” or “We take Communion every week because of that” . Straining at traditional gnats while the camels of heresy are swallowed neatly down! 
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Order in Doctrine

God has established order in nature, in the universe, in everything He does there is clear order. It isn’t a religious or legalistic thing; it is a skeleton that the Holy Spirit creatively fleshes out. It is the same in doctrine.

We were warned by the apostles that in the last days men would not heed sound doctrine but heap to themselves teachers who scratch their itching ears. You pay tithes to whomever preaches what pleases you. Pick a denomination; any denomination. God help us!

Most Christian men I meet in the US today are almost completely ignorant of doctrine. They don’t know what the scripture says for the most part, and who can blame them when you look at their leaders? I myself was a preacher for 20 years before I realized the importance of sound doctrine.

I was awakened to this when my family began working for a church and I realized that more than half of the things the preacher was saying were completely inaccurate! I had initially accepted this minister because he manifested the “gifts of the spirit” ; that is HIS “sheep” (or goats? – God knows) would all fall over when he prayed for them.

When I declined letting him lay his hands on my children for a “blessing” after one completely errant message, I was immediately and violently kicked out of the “ministry”! The police had to come restrain the man who was breaking the law as we were living on the premise and doing physical work in exchange for room and board! He was going to put us on the 
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street and my youngest son aged 4 at the time was a fragile crippled heart transplant child! 

I began to study false prophets and realized the real difference between true and false ministers is their MESSAGE; NOT SIGNS! This is confirmed in the Old and New Testaments. We are also warned they are increasing in these end times.

This set me off on a serious study of doctrine, and I pray you don’t have to risk your family’s health and security to be inspired as did I! A true anointed study of doctrine is exciting and rich and will give you true authority in the Spirit.

So God’s Order for Doctrine is of course 

1) The Doctrine of the New Covenant, Christ and His     teachings (The “Rock”, the chief foundational stone)

This would be the Gospel; that we look unto Jesus now and not the law, works, sacrifice etc. The head of the church, His Body

2) The Doctrine of the Apostles (and Prophets)

The foundation stones which dovetail into Jesus’ teaching. The doctrine of the church. The body
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Chapter 4

The Foundational Teachings of the Church

I am not spending a lot of time detailing the foundation of Christ’s Gospel; we all hopefully know John 3:16, the Roman’s Road, how to lead someone to Christ. If you are part of a religion that does not teach this you need to repent, be born again and study what Jesus said on this subject. 

I grew up in a Lutheran church, was baptized as a baby, and confirmed as a teen, yet I was a totally selfish person and unconcerned about God until I was in grave trouble, the would try to use Him to get out, and then ignore Him again! This is the state of the unconverted sinner and religion cannot save you; you must repent of every known sin and turn 100% heart soul and mind unto Jesus Christ, become a disciple and follow Him until death. 

The Foundational Teachings of the Church as given in the New Testament are almost never discussed in US churches! God help us! Most ministers don’t even know where they are listed! They are found in Hebrews 6:1-2:

1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,

 2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
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This passage lays out the 7 fold path of God in growth for His church to “go on unto perfection” (the 7th). It is clearly laid out in 3 pairs (6 categories). Look at it:

1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ,

The basic salvation message, Christ, The Rock, the New Covenant

 let us go on unto perfection; 

The 7th issue, the goal; maturity of the body of Christ; All believers in unity functioning as a living organism in the Earth manifesting Christ’s Kingdom! 

not laying again the foundation of 

repentance from dead works, 
    and of faith toward God,

 2 Of the doctrine of baptisms,    and of laying on of hands, 

and of resurrection of the dead,   and of eternal judgment. 

The 6 Basic Issues we Must address and find unity on!

29

So to summarize 

We see that God works in order, He wants us to be in unity, we have to find unity by being in agreement on Foundational Doctrine to become the Bride; the Perfection, the mature Body functioning.

I have written a detailed study on these 6 doctrinal subjects and many others on my website. My recommendation to anyone wanting to be an overseer in the church (or now claiming such title) is to get a good concordance, pray sincerely for truth and study these out for yourself. 

It is easy to find unity with people you meet when you can agree that Jesus is Lord. It should be easy to go the next step and find agreement on the foundational issues, however some of these are the very things which divide “Christians” in the US today. 

Stay focused on Jesus, and Him Crucified. This is what Paul had to do as he found people dividing into religious “cliques” who followed this man or that. The only “One” man we should ever follow is the Man Christ Jesus, everyone else is just a part of the Body.

Another good subject to study is the issue of True and False Apostles and Prophets. Until we can discern who is God’s true anointed leaders we will be sheep being blindly led by the blind. We must find the epistle level apostles and the non-profit prophets whom God has set in the church. 
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They are there; God set them there! If we could get the controllers and profiteers off the stage and give the true apostles and prophets the mic for a while we’d start seeing revival! The preacher who tries to monopolize a meeting with wrong motives instead of speaking prophetic truth to bring the hearers into maturity will line up behind the Whores and Gang Bangers to get into heavens gates.

The biggest 2 sins of ministers in the US I encounter are control and profiteering. The church in the New Testament was always led by groups of men who were in one accord after seeking the Lord’s will on various issues. 

The concept of one “Pastor” running a church or even 1 minister bringing the message in a meeting are traditions of men and were usually the acceptance to the rule in the Apostle’s days. Let us find the prophets and get back to the apostle’s instructions in 1 Cor. 14 so that God can have His way in our meetings.
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Roots

Most folks know a general outline of church history. The church was persecuted originally, grew quickly, and around 300 A.D. was made legal throughout the Roman Empire by Constantine. Satan decide if you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em. 

There was One state “church” and seekers of truth had to meet secretly. The scriptures were only available in Latin and to the authorized priests. The result was the dark ages. 

Around 1600 the invention of the printing press, the conversion of Martin Luther and other factors resulted in “protestors” getting the scripture in their own languages. The reformation and enlightenment resulted in most of our classic art and music a people were set free from religious dogma and bondage.

I am not a historian, but I am a New Testament preacher. I have studied and tracked down the major deceptions which have rendered our current churches impotent and this writing is to expose them. Should any of these doctrines which I debate be your current beliefs, you must humble yourself and take them to the Lord willing to put your pride to death on the cross. If you lose your “Psuche” (Greek for soul) or “life” for Jesus you will find true life.
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The major revelation of the reformers was that salvation was not of works, but of grace. Luther saw that Paul meant it when he wrote to the Ephesians:

Eph. 2:

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.   

The result was basically that Roman Catholics trusted obedience to the church dogma for salvation and protestants trusted in Christ’s work on the cross. Many Catholics also trusted in Christ; God only knows the heart. 

This opened up room for debate since protestants didn’t have a pope! Many debates raged over doctrinal details. Men were fervent for doctrine; after all there was no TV, movies, computers etc. to waste time on! Nations like England had a State church which would take a stand on issues and many times those who disagreed were persecuted, such as the pilgrims who founded America.

One such debate which has raged over the centuries has been the debate over how much sovereign control God has in the affairs of man. The Roman church which was totally wrapped up in itself, it’s pope, it’s dogma and works of man, pushed people who found out about grace into error on the other extreme. 
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Some groups would blatantly sin “So that grace may abound” , others believed God to be in total control of everything so they didn’t try to do anything good, assuming it was all predestined anyway so why try? Imbalances popped up and were debated.

This debate is probably most notably recorded in history as the debate between the Arminians or those who believed in total free will of man, and the Calvinists, who believed in predestination. The Clergy being the ones who controlled the money which came in by offerings and the state sided with the Calvinists. Therefore they could maintain control and the profits because they were the “predestined” ones whom God had “chosen” to “lead” the sheep (also predestined of course) and the goats who were predestined to be lost were anyone who disagreed with them! How convenient that was.

The doctrine of the Nicolaitanes which Jesus hates (Rev. 2:6) is the doctrine that there is a “clergy” class of Christians who have “jobs” as “ordained” ministers, and a “Laity” class who are not paid. This doctrine and others about predestination and lack of free will of individuals was set out by John Calvin and is called Calvinism. 

So we see that almost every church in America follows the patterns of the Roman church and/or Calvinism in some form. They have one pastor, who is paid to be the spokesperson for God. Anyone wishing to speak must go through the 
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University and receive the diploma to be ordained. Then they must get a job as a clergyman and agree to the creeds, which of course are full of leaven, or they can’t speak to the “sheep”.

 The doctrines of religious devils which have masqueraded as Christianity for so many centuries are so deeply woven into our psyche that even sincere independent ministers fall into the same old ruts. This document is freedom to come into God’s blessing and power if you are stuck in this traditional church thinking.

I will in the next chapters expose much wrong thinking, but this is the most prevalent deception in US churches today; that a man who is “called” is somehow “God’s anointed” above the rest of the believers, is “ordained” to be a “pastor” and is to be paid by “tithes and offerings” by the “sheep” who are only “Laymen”.

The other deception which dovetails into that is the concept that we humans really have no (or very little) free will, but that God is totally sovereign and in control of  every thought and move people make, has predestined some to burn in hell and others to go to heaven. 

These 2 deceptions combine to form most of what we call “church” in America and much of the free world today. The depth of this evil lies in the fact that it is a slight twisting and imbalance of the truth; God is sovereign, He does know the end from the beginning, He does ordain men to be leaders! The truth is found in balance and that is where we will go next.
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Balance

The old Negro spiritual said “Keep to da middle of da road ; keep to da middle of da road!” This has become unpopular in some circles today; you have to take a stand; don’t ride the fence; and that is also true, but every cult resulting in hundreds of people drinking poisoned Kool-aid or killing themselves to catch a passing comet started out when a preacher got out of balance doctrinally.

The apostles warned us that in the last days men will not endure sound doctrine but will heap to themselves teachers having itching ears. We want to get out of this thing with only 2 hours a week, so we pay a “pastor” to do our studying, and we don’t even check to see if he is right. We durst not challenge the “anointed” in what he says or we will incur the wrath of God.

American men are spiritually lazy and scripturally ignorant. We have not been “disciples” we have fallen into the roll of “sheep” to be fleeced by “shepherds”. If any “sheep” get ou of line the “shepherds” brand them as rebellious and kill them for a lamb chop dinner. God talks about that way back in the Old Testament. 

We need men today to study the scriptures and challenge the “status quo” leadership. The carpenters, mechanics and farmers need to study up, then stand up and  challenge the imbalanced doctrines of the university trained manipulators running religion in America. Most men sitting in 
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pews today don’t even know whether their “pastors” are Calvinists, Arminians or somewhere in the middle.  

The balanced truth is what we need to know and practice. On every doctrinal subject there are usually 2 sides of some debate. The truth is usually somewhere in the middle. This is balanced tension. This is not “fence riding”.

Balance is demonstrated in nature; our arms and legs work on this principle of balanced tension. The triceps of our arms are as necessary as the biceps; without both our arms would be permanently either straight out or totally bent in. It is the balanced tension of the 2 sides pulling under control of our minds that allows us to function.

So it truth; God is 3, yet He is one. He is sovereign, yet he gives us free will. We are destined, yet the outcome of our lives is based on choices we make; we have to take these things by faith; we will not totally understand the fine details until we are in glory. Let us strive to find the balanced truth which God will bless. 

 
If you consider yourself a minister, Elder, Cell group leader, Pastor or any other ministry I ask you to remain humble as I go on. If you have gotten this far you are doing well, but the next section will challenge every religious fiber of your being. If you are hungry for truth and Jesus you can be set free; do not hold to your right to be “right”: carefully consider all of what I say next. 
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Calvinism or Arminianism – Where is the balance ?

I address this because of where the church is in the USA today. Satan has always sought to use whatever strategy He can in any culture to seduce the people of that region, culture, etc. The enemy has a specific method, strategy and tactic to keep you, your family, your neighborhood, city, region and nation from God’s best.

 
In our day and age the preachers being pumped out of Bible Colleges and Seminaries divide for the most part on this critical point; Does God pre-ordain everything (Calvinism) or do we decide our own destiny by our actions? (Arminianism) 


The truth is usually a balance somewhere in between any 2 extremes. The Puritanical Pentecostal sways way off on the side of free will Arminianism and gets into religious works such as skirt length or make-up for women, smoking and drinking for men, etc.  This legalist can easily end up justifying himself by his works and end up a self righteous Pharisee.


In opulent America Satan has not taken that tack. He has pumped out Hyper Calvinists who have lulled America to sleep with teachings of “God is in Control” and “Once save always saved”. People are not motivated to cry out for lost souls; after all they are either predestined to be saved or go to hell, right?


God forbid they should challenge their “clergyman” who was pre-ordained to collect tithes and offerings from the sheep and tell them how to live, after all if you “touch God’s anointed” Jesus will hate you. Of course I am being sarcastic, 
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but insidious forms of these very philosophies are the leaven in Calvinism that has kept the American people from taking a vibrant active position in Christ’s work.

   
The Root of this whole deception lies in the widely accepted concept that we are all born with a “sin nature” which is some wicked perverted desire in our natural bodies passed on genetically from Adam and Eve to Noah and everyone else. This is so widely accepted that people are shocked; you may be too, to hear someone say it isn’t so! Clear understanding of the Sin Nature can totally revive your Christian walk! 


The understanding of God’s Order and priorities teaches us that Church Doctrine is established from 2 or more New Testament witnesses in context. To best understand the “Sin Nature” let’s start by looking at why it is so commonly believed, and analyze those passages.

False ideas about our “Sin Nature”


False concept 1) Adam and Eve sinned and as a result we were all cursed. Actually God disciplined Adam and Eve with specific words:



Gen 3:

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.
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 17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

 19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.


God never cursed Adam or Eve in their bodies with some evil desire or sin nature! It has been assumed. Where did this idea come from?

False concept 2) David said He was formed in iniquity; so we are conceived in                                          



Sin.


Careful study of David’s life and genealogy reveals his mother was not Jesse’s wife and mother of his brothers; he was illegitimate. This is why in the Psalms he write he was “conceived” in sin; his father either took on a concubine or was with a prostitute. If you don’t believe me, good; be like the noble Bereans and study it out!


False concept 3) Paul and the apostles said we have a sin nature, so we must be inherently evil.









40

(Like the religious creed says “We are by nature sinful and unclean”)


The book of Roman’s especially chapters 5 – 7 deal with our nature and why we are “sinners”, what sin is, etc. Peter warned about unlearned men twisting Paul’s writings; Paul was a highly intellectual; man who wrote deep things. If we look carefully at Paul’s writings and all of scripture with prayerful meditation and the Holy Spirit’s assistance it will become clear. 


Re-read Romans 5 – 7 with these thoughts in mind:

1) A baby is born perfect; God makes everything good; he never changed that.

2) When a person is introduced to the “Law” (given rules) thay have to decide to do what is lawful or what they want to do. 

3) Obeying the law is to consider God and your fellowman (Jesus’ 2 great commandments) above yourself. When your desire contradicts God’s law and you do what is selfish; you transgress, thus you sin; your nature is to serve self, and if you decide to choose natural (not sinful in and of itself) desire over what is lawful or right, you sin. 

4) The desire to have sex, eat, fight your enemy, etc. are all natural and God given, blessed by God when kept in the boundaries of His rules.
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False concept 4) Jesus shed the Father’s blood type on the cross otherwise it would be sinful blood from Mary and not cover our sins.

This just isn’t word at all but tradition. It sounds good but the truth is a baby growing in the womb may have the Father’s blood type, and that may be a prophetic type, but Jesus blood was accepted because He did not sin! A baby in the womb is completely fed and nourished with the mother’s blood! 

Focusing on this unscriptural issue takes our attention away from the truth that we are God’s creation and basically good. Were we cursed with some evil nature in our blood God would be unjust to send us to a tormenting hell! Consider the unjustness of a father who creates a being with a sin bent “nature” in his very blood, then predestines him to go to hell forever to pay for being the way God made him!  

This seems like splitting hairs at first, but when you get it, the whole book of Romans makes sense. Most preachers butcher the book of Romans because they have to totally confuse the listener with confusing semantic gymnastics to make it work with Calvinism.


Doctrinal Truth of “Sin Nature”
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In plain words, we are born human beings in God’s image. There are birth defects due to the cursed earth, but the average person is created innocent; a blank slate. We grow up with natural God given desires; to have hunger and pain relieved, to have a dry diaper, etc. and to communicate that any way we can, which is crying until we can talk. We are not bent on evil because of a Genesis curse on our blood or bodies.


When we are growing up and confronted with rules (law) we have to decide to do what is told us by the Authority (Mom and Dad, etc) instead of what is most comfortable. (poop in our pants, leave the dishes on the table, toss our clothes on the floor, etc.) These are not the deeds of an evil blooded creature bent on wickedness!


Our sin nature then is simply this: Selfishness. Do I do what I want or what is right? Right is what God wants or what helps our neighbor; the community. Jesus even said “Love your neighbor as yourself” which indicates loving ourselves is OK; He didn’t say “instead of”.


If we continue obeying our natural drives at times and situations which are against God’s Law, Sex outside of marriage, perversion, drug abuse, stealing, etc; than we will begin to give Satan hold in our lives, and we will fall into deeper and deeper levels of sin. This can lead to every perverted wicked deed imaginable.


However as Christians when we walk after the spirit, not our natural lusts, we will grow close to God, your temple will become spiritually clean, and we will grow in grace, faith, power and holiness. This is Romans 1-8 in a nutshell.
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When we see people as God’s good creatures mislead into various sins, we will love them more easily and want to help them out of their highway onto the narrow path of Christ. This is our call, and as the church functioning in unity of the truth, we will impact our culture powerfully as never before.

The New Testament Church

People in America are doing all kinds of things under the heading of “going to church”, “having church” “building the church” etc. What does God really want from us today?

The answer is clearly laid out in the New Testament. God is calling for a community of believers to find their vocations and grow up into Christ. 

Many of the things being done in and by the churches in our nation are wonderful and blessed. However doing nice things however often is not obedience as Saul learned when he made sacrifice without waiting for Samuel. 


We must prayerfully examine our activities alongside the plumb line of God’s Word to determine where we need to repent and what God is asking for. Church life is and should be the greatest experience any believer has ever had. It is supposed to be heaven on earth; “Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven!”
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“Church” Primer


When we drive into the parking lot of the typical American church, we see a building of some shape or size. The average American calls this building a church, however the word has nothing to do with a physical structure. Church comes from the Greek word Koinonia, which means a group called together; a gathering. So we see the Christian church is a group of people God has called together.


We, God’s people, are the church. The apostles wrote letters to “The Church which is in Corinth” etc. Jesus said “wherever 2 or more gather in my name there I am in the midst of them.” When 2 folks who know Jesus meet at the grocery store and ask how the family is doing and does anyone need prayer, that is church. When thousands of brothers meet at a stadium for a “promise keepers” meeting, that is (hopefully) church. It has NOTHING to do with a building, except to keep out of inclement weather!


If we happen to go to this building on a Sunday (or Saturday in some cases) morning, we will find a large group of people sitting facing a raised platform where a man (or woman) stands officiating a ceremony. This is called a church service, mass, meeting etc. Some songs are sung, news events or prayer requests may be given, a creed may be recited, an offering is taken, and a person, typically a clergyman, gets up and speaks a prepared message to the group. 
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There may be “elements” passed out for communion, more songs, prayers, creeds, announcements etc. The “Altar call” may be given so folks can come up for prayer for this or that. Eventually everyone gets to go home and resume doing what they wanted to do before they realized it was church time.

You may laugh, but this is what goes on in 99% of American churches every time they meet. It is Sunday morning as I write this and I am rejoicing I am not at one of these meetings right now! I meet with Christians whenever I can but I don’t have one ounce motivation from God to waste His time and mine “playing church”. It is time to repent of this activity and get down to business with God before we are carried by black cargo vans into the One World Government Compounds set aside for Christians and other religious nuts.

So what are we supposed to be doing? Is this all wrong? No; Jesus said beware of the leaven of the scribes and Pharisees. We have over the last 100 years swallowed so much leaven from the clergy/laity system we think this is what God wants. Jesus didn’t usually rebuke the people of Israel; his harshest words were to the Pharisees; the supposed leaders of God’s people. 
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Our “leaders” have fallen back into the patterns which religion always degenerates to: a short weekly ritual to salve our conscience so we can get back to doing what we want for the other 6 and 9/10ths days. A band-aid for our spiritual broken arms. A weekly warm fuzzy while our nation goes to the dogs.

It is in times as this that God blesses us with wake up calls like Sept. 11th. As horrible and demonic as the twin towers attack was, it may be a jolt of salvation for our nation. I pray we don’t look to our armies and national “pride” but deeper for the answers. We MUST stop playing church and get real with Jesus and ourselves. 

Koinonia

The church life Jesus and the apostles lived and taught was a completely different picture than what we see in American “churches” today. They were people who had been impacted deeply either by Jesus himself or by those who had been with Jesus. 

The process was 2 fold; first a seeker was introduced to Jesus by the preaching of the Gospel, then they were discipled and nurtured into mature functioning parts of Christ’s body, the church. There were the problems faced by us today and more; they were an outcast group persecuted by a heathen culture. 
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The ideal we strive for is a living organism made up of functioning parts controlled by the head, Christ Jesus. The purpose is to grow and mature into a beautiful bride. Every part is equally important; there are no “Clergy” who have all the gifts who are supposed to draw a salary while “laymen” go off to the mines to slave for the gold to overlay their thrones!

Services were not the norm; people usually gathered in homes to pray for each other’s needs, lost souls, and seek God’s will. Leaders were chosen by God and were servants who trusted God and worked to make a living like everyone else. When a godly leader was old and feeble they were given a retirement salary by their group, but nobody was getting a middle class American Salary for completing a college course in theology! 

The New Testament church was a community. They had all things in common; your eye doesn’t horde all the white blood cells while your toe gets gangrene! No one would put a glove on his right hand and walk bare butted in the winter! However we let our members go on welfare and demand they pay the preacher at least 10% of their income or we curse them with Old Covenant legalism! It is time to repent.

We have been called to be a community. Americans drive 45 miles to sit in a meeting where nobody knows their name. They have surface relationships with a few folks who don’t want to reveal their troubles for fear they will be outcast as not “having enough faith”. God help us; no wonder Islam is the fastest growing religion! I was treated better by Buddhist hippies in the 70’s than most churches I visit in America! 
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How else can we function when we are paying all our money for buildings, lights, audio and video equipment, slick brochures, radio and TV ads, Clergy salaries, then when a poor family needs help after paying tithes and offerings for 7 years, we tell them “Oh gee; it’s not in our budget, but we’ll announce it Sunday so everyone can pray for you”. 

God’s patience is running out with our MLM Multi-Level Ministries. We raise preachers up who lure young men into the “ministry” by showing them how to get 10 converts and charge 10% tithes; you too can make a comfortable American living telling others how to build wealth; God is sickened by this and judgment is at hand. 

Others are paying unbelievable costs to be on TV. Come join me and someday you will be on TV! It is Amway Christianity with Hollywood stardom intertwined. God help us! No wonder the Poor Muslims call us anti-Christ; WE ARE! 

If you have any financial problems, don’t go to the Christians, they will rebuke you for not having enough faith and then tell you the answer is to give (a legal minimum) 10% to their ministry! The “Tithe Cure” for debt reduction! Guaranteed every time. They don’t council you to cut up your credit cards or sell your new truck and get a modest car until you are out of debt! (Thanks Dave Ramsey!) We must repent.

The church must get back to simple community. Who is your next door neighbor? Are they aware of how much Jesus loves them? Do they know you are a Christian and want to help them anyway you can because Jesus has blessed you so much?
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There is a remnant of people who love God and know Jesus in this nation. They are tired of dead religion and powerless showmanship and hype. They are living near you somewhere…where? 

We must find those close to us who are seeking God and spend time together. We don’t have to pray or study; we just have to get together and build relationship. We have to LOVE EACH OTHER that is what Jesus commanded! Not go to church, not sing in the choir, not teach Sunday school; these are fruits which may or may not be graced upon you, but the simple command Jesus and the apostles reiterated over and over we have lost: LOVE EACH OTHER.

 Church is supposed to be Jesus’ followers gathering to Love God and Love each other! We love God how? Jesus sasid “If you love me you will keep my commandments”. His commandments were to Love Him and love people. It is circular isn’t it? Love is obedience and if we obey we love. Real complex….NOT!

It really works

Dr. Cho of Seoul Korea has organized the largest church in the world. People who visit are usually changed for  life. They have meetings of 20,000 people, yet if you visit they will know you are a visitor! The key to their unparalleled success is cell groups. They meet in homes in small groups and they care for one another, and they reach out to their neighbors with love and care.
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It is really so simple we have missed it. God isn’t calling us to be poor humble losers in our rich nation; on the contrary; the Kingdom of Heaven makes our nation’s riches look like a 3rd world refugee camp in comparison. The problem is our priorities are not God’s; He has set order in the universe and for His church and we have not followed it; if we love Him we will repent and keep His commands.

Dr. Cho claims that if the communists in North Korea, only a few miles away from the church in Seoul, were tom come down and kill every staff minister and burn every building to the ground, that the church there would thrive as well as it does now. This is where we need to get as believers in America.

The reason he can make this claim is that the church there, as taught by the Jesus and the apostles, is based on the home meeting; it is an organic culture which grows from the individual up, not from the organization heads down, as our American churches.

Jesus (The Cornerstone) did it


Look unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; how did He build the church? This would be a good guideline for those wanting to be ministry big shots today:
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1) He spent 30 years in virtual seclusion learning the facts of life. He ran a business, working at a tough physical job supporting his family of 8. How many ministers today spend 30 years walking with God in obedience before ever preaching a message? Yah I say ouch too.

2) He went to be alone and fast for His ministry launching AFTER the Holy Spirit directed Him too, fasted 40 days and wrestled with Satan refusing offers of wealth, fame and power.

3) He began His ministry under the Power of the Holy Spirit and every step of the way He never did His own will, but the will of God in the Holy Spirit’s power.

4) He prayerfully gathered a group of men to walk with Him, warning them of the great cost (11 of 12 were eventually tortured to death) to them and their families. He trained them personally on an intimate basis living with them and the women who “audited the course” in a small community setting. 
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Paul did it


(The foundation of the apostles)

The apostle Paul got knocked off his religious horse and received a revelation of who Jesus really was. He immediately went to everyone he met and preached the gospel which he understood by revelation and the fact that he was a scholar of the Torah (Old Testament) and philosophy. He caused so much ruckus the apostles took him to Antioch so He could learn the ropes of the New Testament and live a little longer!


Paul ended up becoming the most zealous and effective minister of the era, and God allowed him to be in prison for his latter years, resulting in most of our New Testament church instructions. Paul also did what Jesus did; he took a small group of dedicated disciples with him on ministry trips. We call that OJT; on the job training. 


I did a lot of jobs before becoming a carpenter when I was in my 20’s. It was a completely different experience from anything I had until then. I was taken under the wing of a Journeyman whom I assisted as he built houses from the ground up. I learned by doing and being shown by an accomplished pro. This method of learning has been shown by the Japanese to our manufacturing industry as one key to how they whooped us in the auto industry in the 70’s. 
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Whether we are evangelizing on the streets, ministering to a small group in a home or launching churches in foreign lands, the method demonstrated by Jesus, Paul and the prophets of old are basically the same. We simply Love folks and show them what we know, and help them grow up into who God made them to be. 

Whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. (Rom 8:28)
 It isn’t a theological mystery; He wills that none would be lost, but He

 “….will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”(1 Tim 2:4)
 but alas, we have a free will, and many will continue to be hard headed and disobedient; and many of them will be church goers and church leaders. God help us.


We can do what Jesus, Paul and every effective Christian has done through the centuries. Lead people to Jesus, and work with them on an intimate basis walking with them showing them by example how to be a servant of God. Whatever we’re doing now that is fluff needs to be repented of.
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When the ministers in America get back to living and demonstrating the Life of Christ day by day behind the closed doors as well as on the stage, we will see a real church arise that can sanctify our nation and reach the world for Jesus. God help us!!

The Prophets

The prophets of old and New Testament Prophets were and are one of the keys to revival and God’s blessing being released to the church. If we are going to teach people anything, we must teach them to move into the prophetic. We have a multitude of words and don’t know what God is saying!


The prophets always discipled small groups like Jesus and the apostles of the New Testament did; they set the pattern Jesus and the apostles followed; the natural way that works best for imparting something to a group. 


The apostle Peter said there are 2 basic categories to ministry: Speaking words and serving manually. 
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1 Pet 4;11

If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

When we are speaking we should be saying something timely and anointed; prophetic. If we are dong some service it should be in our gifting. When we are doing something God has gifted us to do, there is grace and we will find joy and peace in it; ministry is not a chore!

The apostle Paul was raised up in the church in Antioch, where there were “Prophets and Teachers”. This is position 2 and 3 of the team giftings God has set in the church. These would have been elders or overseers and possibly also less mature folks being trained by the leadership in their callings.

Later Paul wrote instruction to the church at Corinth which was experiencing a lot of confusion regarding the ministry of gifts in their meetings. It appears from the text (1 Cor. 14) that these were large meetings. It is impressive to me that almost NO American churches follow these guidelines, yet many say they are “seeking the prophetic” are “open to prophets” etc. 
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1 Cor. 14 was not a suggestion for when you want to have a “prophetic service”. It was an apostolic order for meetings! The 2nd team position only to apostle is prophet; the 2 foundational ministries any church is SUPPOSED to be built on are apostle and prophet. 

Satan has hamstrung the church by putting forth the following ideas:

1) Apostles and prophets went out with the printing of scripture.

2) Apostles and prophets are still here but they are one in a million

3) Apostles and prophets are TV big shots who are too busy to show up except once in a while at huge meetings.

4) Fill in the blank

The truth is that apostles and prophets are all around in every walk of life as numerous as pastors, evangelists and teachers. Our society however so backslidden has buried them on the mission field, gagged them, beat them, killed them, etc. 

Each of the 5-fold ministry; apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers are as numerous as the others. The 2 main ministries of the church are not to be found. Satan 10, church 0. No wonder we’re losing our nation; the leaders of our church are hanging sheetrock to keep their kids in Goodwill shoes and we’re paying hireling MLM businessmen to scratch our itching ears. Repent!
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1 Cor. 14 is a basic set of instructions of how a  church meeting is to be run. It is not a suggestion, it is not for special services at 3 am on Tues. in a closet where it won’t make waves and turn people off. It is the PATTERN for New testament meetings! You can read it for yourself, but I will outline what I says simply.

The New Testament Meeting

1 Cor. 14

2 or 3 Prophets speak the Word of the Lord.

These are men who hold the office of prophet who are elders and/or overseers. Then those who are less mature; deacons or disciples, come forth and share their words, visions, dreams or revelations. The mature prophets judge what they had to share and everyone knows what God is saying to that group. No one man is in control. An offering is not mentioned.


How much more simple can it be? If we don’t hear what God is saying to our group right now, what are we getting? Regurgitated religious verbosity. Gag me with a scroll. A message about 7 steps of prayer victory may have been a revelation to the preacher when he got it, but is it the message to that group at that meeting?? 
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What if you don’t have a mature prophet at your meeting? Then you go down to the next level; a mature teacher can prophesy, or they SHOULD be able to…An immature prophet can surely prophesy and the mature teacher can judge it. Everyone has something to bring and we need to learn to come to meetings prepared to give something. Paul expected this to be the norm!

The bottom line is that when we assemble ourselves together, those who have something to share which is timely and from God should have the platform to speak; God manifests through His body corporate; that is where the blessing is. True leaders will implement this, not hinder it so they can control and profit off of church meetings.

I cannot emphasize this enough. Think about our pattern in the New Testament. When Jesus met with people He spoke and demonstrated His truth with signs, then the apostles did similarly. However when we meet together as believers we need to receive from God as He has given revelation, prophecy, gifts and fruit to His body. No man has it all! This monopolizing of meetings by one man week after week has got to be repented of!

Sins of the Church

The key to revival is repentance. Without revival we are looking at a bleak future as Americans. We must repent quickly before God removes our lamp stand (ability to be the light to the world). We must violently examine ourselves and repent, repent, repent. Then and only then will God bless America.


Our inclination is to say “I have repented; I got saved in 19__. This is not true repentance. God deals with us on a personal basis and doesn’t show us all our sin when we are first saved; we can’t take it. As a baby chokes on beef jerky, we have to grow and as we do He shows us more; IF we are hungry and seeking. 


So we must repent; but of what? I have covered a few things ; Not following God’s order of priorities, doctrinal error, lack of concern for unity etc. If we are truly seeking revival then we should be excited at the idea of having our sins exposed so we can repent fully. SO I am going to bless you and tell you what is wrong in the church today in America so you can repent of whatever religious nonsense you have fallen into.


There is an order to America’s sins as there is to everything else. If all the Christians who smoked pot repented it would be a good thing, but it wouldn’t bring revival. The revival hindering sins of American Christians are those veiled as religious thoughts, words and deeds which are dead works. It is these we must identify and deal with.
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1) Leaders motivated by Control and Profit


The Lord gave me a prophecy and showed me the 2 main sins of church leaders in America today: Control and profit. These are demons and they are given place in the souls of leaders in the church whom (usually unknowingly) operate with a heart motive of controlling and profiteering from the sheep.


This dual stronghold in the lives of church is subtle and crafty. These 2 sins are so smoothly integrated into the main line thought of leaders and really all Christians that it goes by unnoticed; which is exactly what Satan wants.


Look at our current system of religion; a man who is labeled “Clergy” is paid to be a minister; this was never a New Testament instruction except in the case of Elders who oversee and teach, and that word elder means Old Man. This was more a retirement plan than anything else.


The payment of salaries to “clergy” by the “laity” is the tradition that has opened the door to these 2 sins. Many men in “the ministry” today in the USA are trained to keep the sheep in line and build the budget. So they major on controlling people through religious verbiage while striving to raise funds for the “Church programs”. 


Who has control in a meeting or church  or Para church organization is what determines where the money goes. In more democratic church governing styles, board members vote on uses of funds, in more oligarchic (family ruled) the control is spread out to more people, so this sometimes appears better, but when the motives are wrong it is just as evil.


The act of controlling another by your words is witchcraft. This is very wicked yet is used by clergymen all the time. Whether you realize it or not, trying to control another person is always witchcraft and is always an abomination to God. Our motive should always be to help people come closer to God and His will for THEM. 


The most prominent form of witchcraft by leadership is the persuasion to give gifts or “pay tithes”. This is the profit motive; you can see how they work together. If you are indoctrinated as almost every US Christian is, then prayerfully consider my words ; do not rashly throw the book aside.

Tithes and Offerings


The teachings of tithes and offerings, combined with church growth “Multi-Level Marketing” techniques used in churches today combine to reduce the glorious image of Christ which the church is suppose to be striving for into a huckster show.


The typical teachings go something like this:

1) To be “blessed” (health and wealth) you must Pay Tithes and Give Offerings to (our) the church.

2) If you put your service (and money) into our church we will raise you up to be a cell pastor, and eventually a full blown pastor, and you will receive tithes and offerings from your sheep. (clergy – laity)

As with all of Satan’s deceptions this is truth bastardized. It is truth OUT OF ORDER. Jesus said beware of the leaven of the 
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church leaders; (para.) they tell you mostly truth, but the small error they slip in leavens the whole loaf. 

The truth is that tithes and offerings are under the law which we are not; yes they are part of Abraham’s covenant predating the law, but the New Testament DOES NOT teach tithing! If you think it does I ask you to show me 2 or 3 witnesses from the New Testament in context! You cannot.

The Apostles and Jesus taught giving, the New Covenant is totally 100% not about law; it is about Jesus’ fulfillment of the law and prophets so we can live in the Spirit motivated by love. The New Testament teaches that every man pulls His OWN weight and that we care for one another, and we give to the poor and for ministry. 

This all dovetails into the Calvinist clergy/laity religious caste society that we have fallen into. It is insidious and has crippled the church. Leaders dominate the pulpit and hinder prophetic voices from challenging them. They control the offerings and won’t share them with the very leaders God has set in the church; apostles and prophets. Repent!

Almost every sin of the American church today can be traced back to the demonic motivations of control and profiteering. Those leaders who do not repent of this whole thing will be judged quickly; but your blood is off of my hands; because I have warned you! Repent!

 Clergy – Laity revisited


Look at how Calvinism plays into the Clergy – Laity deception. Calvinism teaches that God fore-ordains every little detail of everyone’s life, so there is nothing you can do not only to be saved but to change yourself for the better at all! 

Now if you take this into the realm of ministers, they say not only are “regular folks” either pre-destined to be saved or lost (they only evangelize out of “obedience to the gospel” – how ridiculous is that; saying God commands us to preach to sinners He has chosen to be lost !?!) but they teach that God pre-ordains some men to be set above normal folks (clergy) and they are paid to tell us (laity) how to live, what the Bible “really” means, etc.


There is an order to leadership; Elders and Overseers are ordained of God; the difference is motive; God’s leaders are motivated to work to support themselves and only take money gladly given when they need it badly and the sheep are cared for. They are motivated to be servants; not controllers.


Leaders of the church I warn you; repent! Jesus said “Woe unto the scribes and Pharisees!” Was He mean spirited? No; He was love incarnate! God has set up the universe to function on principles and in order; if you fall into these traps of Satan under the guise of religion, you will not enter the Kingdom and hinder those who are trying to get in. 


Jesus was trying to wake up and help these blind leaders of the blind, as do I today; I am a leader and I have spent 2 solid years meditating on repentance in my life. We MUST humble ourselves and turn from our wicked ways, or God cannot heal our land; which to us means Bless America!
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RECAP


So then God will have us repent, so He can bless us fully. We the church and leaders must repent fully. The main 3 things we must repent of are Control, Profiteering and Hyper – Calvinism. 


If the leaders of the church in the USA will repent of these things, we will see a mighty revival, because when God’s leaders have revival it will flow down to the sheep!


Let us pray for revival. As I write this book there are pockets of revival happening. Christian people and leaders are crying out to God for revival, and repenting of their KNOWN sins. However the true sweeping revival that can change a nation will not occur until the key things I am writing about are repented of; partial repentance and pockets of revival will not do it!

 Our nation is terminally ill and must have a total heart transplant. We must strip ourselves of every vestige of our old thoughts and seek clear pure truth from the word. We must give the platform to God’s apostles and prophets and build the church His way. Then America can be saved.

 God’s Order of Leadership


God is a supernatural Father; He is Super, and He is Natural. He is not spooky. There is a natural order which the church should emulate. The examples of a family, of an army a building and a body all demonstrate what God calls for as opposed to the “clergy – laity” religious system.


God’s leaders are always motivated by Love and are servants desiring to build up others; to help others become more mature, more filled with Christ. The New Testament gives clear teaching on what I call the ‘Maturity Levels” of Christians; this is the natural order or chain of command in the body. I am not teaching there are no leaders and no followers; that would be chaos. 


There is 2 simple parameters which enable us to diagram a simple chart describing what ministry is; speaking and serving as we mature into Christ’s image. These 2 parameters are Maturity and Giftings. The gifts and callings of God are without repentance; you have them, period. If you are growing in grace, you mature in the use of these gifts and attain more responsibility or “metron” (Greek- measure of rule).


The perfect example in life is the family. My 13 year old daughter wants to boss around her 10 year old brother, but I do not permit her; she is not mature enough. Her motives are sometimes pure and other times selfish. When she is mature and has kids of her own she can boss them around! I am kidding of course; Jesus and the apostles gave commands, but always led of the Spirit and for Godly ends.

Maturity and Giftings
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The teachings of Paul are deep and often confusing. I worked hard for 20 years to understand them. I was constantly drawn to the teachings of Jesus and the apostles. I made it a point to dig out the truths there. God did reveal some things finally after much brokenness came into my life.


The 2 categories which constantly weave in and out of the teachings of Jesus and the apostles work out to be this:

1) Maturity

a. Lost person

b. New convert, “babe in Christ”

c. Disciple

d. Deacon

e. Overseer

f. Elder

2) Gifting

a. Service gifts (mercy, helps, etc)

b. Speaking gifts (preach, teach, prophesy)

c. Power gifts (tongues, prophesy)

d. Office gifts (apostle, prophet etc.)

As we look at people, we see that God has given them gifts and talents. Their maturity level in Christ describes how much authority they are given in these gifts, and in dealing with others. TRUE authority is an anointing from God; it is NOT in any way related to control, bossing, ruling over etc. 

A new believer may be gifted in teaching and called to be an apostle, but they will start out as a disciple. Paul learned that in Antioch (after preaching for a while!). Then when he matured he was used mightily. Had he just continued tramping around preaching in his own strength he may have been killed early or somehow disqualified. Satan love taking anointed people and giving them big shot “ministries” too early  and watching as they fall and the gospel is discredited. Have we not seen enough of that already in America? 


The maturity levels I describe also follow in some ways with giftings. Baby Christians make great testimonies. Disciples often make great evangelists, Deacons make good pastors (in the true sense of the word; caring for sheep). Overseers should teach and prophesy etc. this isn’t set in stone God is flexible and creative. 


The important thing to see is that as we mature, God gives us increasing responsibility. He requires greater service from us He doesn’t give us pay raises! The Babylon religious system is a crony club hiring hirelings who perform for professors in college and are raised up on performance in line with the status quo. That is diametrically opposed to the pattern which Jesus and the apostles set for us.
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There is More


When church leaders repent of Control, Profiteering and Calvinism, returning to the pure service Jesus requires, we will se revival begin. There are more sins that God will deal with also; these are just the top 3 ruining the church in America. 

More Sins of the Church


The church, beginning with leaders, has other sins which are a stench in God’s nostrils. These are caused by inner and outward sin motivations of pride, selfishness, fear, laziness etc. The first I will address is Division.

Division


Division is a fruit of pride and laziness. Pride tells the preacher “You are right and they are wrong” and laziness tells him “Don’t waste your precious time searching out the scriptures to see if maybe they have a point”. See how demons speak to us? Usually they use the first person and we think it is us thinking, when really it is a demon speaking into our heart. 


Jesus dying request was that we might be one as He and the Father are one, so the world would KNOW that God had sent Him. One of our priorities should be to grant Jesus His last request and work for unity.

Unity -  Not uniformity


True unity is not dressing alike, mindless following of leaders, etc. It is being so tuned to the Holy Spirit and matured in the Word and relationship with the Father and Jesus that we are in the center of pure truth. Once there we will all be united in the truth.


Denominations are gatherings of people around a doctrinal point; usually a MINOR point. It amazes me how churches put out pamphlets with their “statement of faith” and it misses what Jesus and the apostles taught as major points. Things like the virgin birth, communion, etc. were rarely mentioned by the apostles, yet some or all of the foundational doctrines listed in Hebrews 6: 1-2 aren’t mentioned.


We can have unity when we realize God’s order:

1) The Cornerstone – Jesus, the gospel

2)  The Foundation -   apostles and prophets, Heb 6:1-2

3) The Building – The people growing in grace and functioning as a body.

Fear and selfishness play into the picture of disunity in the body. The clergyman fears removing the denominational tags from his church because the result could be losing “his” sheep (they are God’s not his) and/or his paycheck.  

Pride and laziness manifest in disunity by telling us not to humble ourselves to our brother with a different view and make the effort to be like the Bereans to “see if these things are so” (Acts 17:10-11)


Let us repent of division!









70


Not enduring sound doctrine


The apostles warned that in the end times men would not endure sound doctrine. This is really a 2 part sin, they not only are not doctrinally sound, they will to not endure those who are. This is a serious matter which will incur judgment as Paul warned:  


II Tim. 4:  3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.


The scriptures tell us that the New Testament church taught the doctrine of the apostles. The apostle/elders were in one accord; in unity. They dealt with new issues of contention by meeting and seeking God, then making a decision which was passed on down to the local overseers. Their doctrine or teaching was universally accepted. You can see why Satan had to “get rid” of the apostles. 


The original 12 apostles were all executed for their faith except John the revelator, who was boiled in oil but miraculously wouldn’t “cook” and so was banished to the Isle of Patmos. The apostles who came after them down throughout history have been similarly persecuted along with the prophets. They are still out there though. God help us find the true apostles and prophets and restore them to their place of leadership in America!

Apostles and prophets

Thank God some apostles and prophets like Pat Robertson are being recognized today! There are thousands more that are right in the pews who need to be recognized and put to work again! This is another main sin of the church; she has made popes out of pastors and janitors out of prophets, and sent the apostles to the “mission field”. Repent!

The difficult thing we face is that there is so little discernment in the church we do not know false from true prophets and apostles. It really is simple, true apostles and prophets are servants motivated by love and not for hire. There is so much false doctrine that the false prophets and apostles are raised up while the true have to hang drywall to feed their families, and are seldom even given a chance to speak. Repent!

A Positive Word


The church in America does a lot of good, and most of the sheep are sincere loving people who are the backbone of our nation. We do more charity than any other nation. There is much good still in the church; however we have missed God’s best and He is calling us to repent so He can bless us.


This book is a pill to swallow and for some almost impossible. These are the end times and Jesus warned that deception would be so strong that if the time were not cut short even the elect would be deceived. Repentance is for our benefit! God wants to bless America; He has paid the price, we must simply follow His directions!
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Hyper Faith


One movement which swept the church in America in the 1980’s is the Word of Faith movement. This movement was used by God to break the false concept off of religious people that somehow God was blessed by a “poverty mentality”. I was helped a lot by this movement, however as is usually the case, God moved on to other things and men camped around this and made an idol and a denomination out of it. Some Yellow pages even have a “Word of Faith” category now under the heading of “churches”!


Originally the revelation given men like Kenneth Hagin, Oral Roberts, Kenneth Copeland and others was that God wanted to bless His people, and that a big part of the blessing process involved our faith in His integrity and His word. That is fine. 


They taught us that if we go along speaking negative words all the time is it any wonder we are fulfilling our own prophecies? They advised us to get God’s Word into our hearts so we could counter fears of failure, sickness etc. with God’s Word, defeating Satan’s attack with the Sword of the Spirit; God’s Word. All well and good and needful concepts.


I remember seeing Kenneth Hagin on TBN, the main religious network which is in fact the largest TV network in the world today. He was being questioned on the doctrine of Word of Faith at a time when some men were going off on tangents out of the balance of the Word. He clarified saying God has priorities like salvation and holiness, and that these preceded health and wealth, therefore although it was God’s will for us to prosper, clearly John said “..prosper and be in health even as your soul prospers” . This was a key point and a balance point.


The Hyper-faith teaching gets off base because it claims these unscriptural things:

1) It is God’s will for everyone to be perfectly healthy and wealthy all the time no matter what.

2) You can force God into blessing you if you keep certain rules in His Word, because He can’t lie.

God became a genie in a bible for anyone with a concordance. The motive was what do I want , not what does God want. Many ministers have fallen into error over this doctrine and some have gone so far that demonic false miracles now accompany them. This we were warned of by Jesus and the apostles concerning the last days!


If you are a person involved with the “Word of Faith” movement you must repent. God is God; He doesn’t have to do anything. He can fulfil His Word in your life when and how He chooses. Don’t wait until they lead you to a compound and tell you to drink Kool-aid! Get out and find a balanced church or else start one in your home, which brings me to the next sin of the church.

Kingdom Building


This sin like all religious sins is just imbalance disguised as “Christianity”. The first example of this in the New Testament was when Jesus was glorified on the Mount of Transfiguration. Peter was so impressed that he suggested building 3 tabernacles on the spot. 


Peter was a nice guy and being trained to be an apostle, however he was human and God immediately rebuked him saying; “This is my Son; listen to Him”. Men want to build 
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earthly monuments, but Jesus came to establish heavenly dominion, grace, mercy, truth liberty and righteousness.


Many groups in the USA are working hard to build “The Kingdom” but how much of this effort is God’s will? The pattern Jesus and the apostles set was making disciples who would walk in the power and leading of the Spirit filled with the knowledge of God’s Word. It had NOTHING to do with buildings.


Almost every church I’ve been involved with had a focus on buildings. Some also were striving to raise funds for TV, radio, internet, book stores, and every other conceivable scheme. The amount of actual investment in PEOPLE and discipleship is being sacrificed on this altar of “Kingdom building”.


God can afford buildings and anything else He wants us to have, however we must repent of following the patterns of men. I’ve heard statistics that 90% of manpower and money spent by US churches is to “ministry” in the USA where the Gospel has already been preached. In the “10-40 window” where the unreached people live we only spend 10% of our time and efforts. This imbalance has to be repented of.    


What “Kingdom” is your group building? The kingdom of book and tape sales? A multi-level ministry where men are seduced into preaching legalistic tithe and offering schemes so that someday they can quit working and get paid to promulgate religion? There is no kingdom to build; God already did it.

 We are to build Christ in people and help them grow into a living organism. It isn’t a corporation, a building complex or anything else on paper or in stone; it is a community; a family, the Body of Christ.  


The Bottom Line

Scripture says that the Love of money is the root of all evil. Not money; the love of  money. I make the joke that I don’t love money, just the things it gets! It is the same thing of course; if you have money it is fine; if the money has you you’re lost.

Money issues occupy a good portion of what Jesus taught on and there is also quite a bit written by the apostles. The use of money in the church is one of the greatest dividers of God’s people. Solid New Covenant teaching on this subject clears up all the problems, however in most U.S. churches the teaching AND the use of funds is incorrect.

We know that the sure way to get people upset is to tell them they are to spend their money some other way than how they want. Church leaders have got to humble themselves in this area quickly. Pride and the unteachable spirit must be repented of; if we are open and humbly seeking God’s truth we will be delivered from our deception.

In August of 1999 The Lord gave me a prophecy. He told me the 2 sins of U.S. church leaders that He was calling me to point out. They are control and profiteering. These 2 sins manifest in almost every church I visit in the US today. If we do not repent we will see more judgement and less protection. 

I have seen the end result if we do not repent and it isn’t pretty. I’ve seen visions of nuclear fire devouring major cities in the USA, and this before Sept 11th 2001. I’ve also seen visions of Christians in the U.S.A. herded into compounds like 
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the Jews were in Nazi Germany; sections of cities cordoned off for “traitors”. It is closer than you think. God has GREAT and marvelous plans for our nation! Are we willing to throw them away for heresies which give us the “right” to profit from religion? It is time for U.S. church leaders to repent!

Rules and Money 

The first thing I want to specifically address is the doctrine of tithes and offerings. This will separate the sheep from the goats quickly. Legalistic teachings used to control and profit off the backs of God’s people have infiltrated the church. Leaders must repent from this quickly.

The New Covenant cut by Christ replaces and usurps ALL other covenants. A simple teaching of Matthew Chapter 5

17-21 clarifies this:

17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

 19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

 20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.


Jesus FULFILLED the law and the prophets. He amplified the heart intent of the law, making it much more specific and difficult to obey than what the Old Covenant people of God , The Jews, had to obey. Seeing the impossibility of keeping these new amplified “laws” drove the hearers to accept the payment of the Lamb of God for their sins, instead of trying to “fulfil” the laws themselves. 


The New Covenant is a relationship with God which RESULTS in maturity and greater holiness day by day. There are only 2 parts of 1 “rule” we obey; LOVE. Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and stength and love your neighbor as yourself. The result of this Love walk is that we automatically keep the commandments. The understanding we get from the teachings of the apostles and Jesus enables us with grace and faith to live more holy as each day goes by. 


The end result is that we are walking in greater righteousness than the pharisees for 2 reasons:

1) We are covered in Christ’s atoning blood

2) We are growing in grace and the Love walk in the power of the Spirit resulting in personal holiness.

Now, as we focus on the issue of money, we see in the churches today a “need” for cash flow generated by the concept that “Pastors” and other people such as secretaries, janitors, etc. have to do the “job” or “ministry” in the church. Then more money is “needed” for buildings, lawn care, and some even filters down to helping widows and orphans. 


This huge overhead of cash-flow “need” is generated by different means, some holy and some not. God is calling for 
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church leaders to examine every tradition not specified by Jesus and the apostles and repent of it. 

Tithes and Offering

    
Under the Old Covenant, the law required Jews to pay a tithe or 10% of their harvests into the storehouse. This was used to pay the priests who worked hard physical labor doing sacrifices which was basically butchering, meat processing and cooking combined with religious symbolisms pointing to Christ.


The requirements of tithes and offerings was usually grouped together; animal and grain sacrifice as payment for sins. It was established before the law as a covenant with Abraham, but it was still the Old Covenant Law and was fulfilled by Jesus. 

The New Covenant Love Walk teaches that we should give with joy to those in need. Never in Jesus’ teaching or that of the apostles can one word be found in context to the church requiring tithes or offerings! Yet this is pounded on by preachers in the U.S. in a condemning legalistic manner; this must be repented of!


 The demons of control and profiteering manifesting in church leaders have a legal foothold until these sins are repented of. People are told they will prosper if they pay 10% to the church, and prosper more if they give offerings above that. Legalistic condemnation is put on people who are going through financial difficulties or who choose to give to missions, widows orphans and other worthy causes instead of building up the “Local Church”. 

Preachers for Hire


Jesus warned of hirelings who would run when the wolf came. Men are educated with every humanistic notion then sent out to regurgitate this nonsense and get paid for it. They want a salary to sit around and meditate living off the backs of hard working people whom they do not give a chance to speak their own part. Jesus rightly said “You do not enter into the kingdom and you hinder those trying to enter”(para.) 

This Phariseeism must be repented of.  The concept that “ministry” is a “job” someone can pick and be trained for is heresy. Ministry is simply service and every Christian is called to that! A great many preachers today need to get a real job and get out of debt before they say another word from a pulpit. 


There are elders who have labored for the Gospel and who should be on salary; don’t get me wrong the apostles made provision for that, but Peter and Paul both worked with their hands. The truth will make you free if you can hear it; I have been set free from looking to churches to pay my way just because I am called to preach. Now Men can’t influence my message. 

This false concept of a paid preacher is facilitated by Calvinism and the Clergy/Laity deception which says that God has a select few clergy who are qualified to teach the Word and the rest of the “Laity” need to pay him to tell them how to live. I pray our leaders will repent of this whole mess and that God’s people will see through it and vacate Babylon before t falls down around them.
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So we see the whole picture; Preachers are educated in colleges and universities with traditions of religion. They come out and go to work for pay, and so often won’t speak the truth which stings the flesh of the people who pay his salary. 

The legalistic tithe and offering teachings keep the people paying up so the tradition can march on. The carrot of God’s blessing is held up and the whip of God’s wrath if the tithe isn’t paid is cracked over the people to keep them pulling the burden along. I speak deliverance to you dear reader from this anarchy.

God does have a financial plan for us. He has given us His Spirit to guide us and as we walk with Him we will work together in business and prosper greatly. We will help widows and orphans as the apostles directed and do great works blessed by Him. We will give joyfully as we mature in wisdom and financial blessing. There will be plenty for all because nobody will be running a religious con game to make a living off of God’s people.

This is what grieves the Father’s heart; we are in bondage to traditions and God has so much more for us in every realm including finances! I have seen God provide over a million dollars when the need was there in my life. Why do we have so little faith that we need to play these legalistic games?!? Repent! 

Buy the Truth and Sell it Not


When I was in my early 20’s I had a Contemporary Christian band. I was the songwriter and lead singer. There were 2 pretty girls who sang and played guitar, and we played around the Detroit area. We were offered a recording/tour deal based on the songs I had written and our group performance.


I did something I never dreamed as a young Rock musician growing up; I prayed whether I should accept or turn down this offer. Unless you have spent your life trying to “make it” in music you wouldn’t understand this fully. 


The answer I got from Jesus was to turn it down. I had peace and joy as I relayed the message to my band-mates and knew it was the right decision. I was single and had nothing to lose and everything to gain by this. Had I done it I could easily have been where Michael W. Smith is today, but I didn’t; I obeyed God. 


Many times over the years I have wished I didn’t obey God! In times of difficulty financially or otherwise demons will speak to me reminding me how different it would have been if I was “rich and famous”. However the power and authority I have and the depth of understanding of God’s truth would not be the same if I couldn’t obey God. 


As I ministered over the years in various churches I never put a price tag on my music, preaching or writings. Thus the title of this book; “This Book is Not For Sale”. The truth of Christ’s words “Freely you have received, freely give” is not just an idea; I live it. I run a small business working as a carpenter and sometimes as a computer consultant to pay my bills.
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When the Lord gave me the prophecy to U.S. church leaders calling for repentance from profiteering and control. He began to show me the money changing in the temple. Things I had taken for granted as being “O.K.” became focused as sin. The selling of “truth” laced with leaven has become big business in many churches today. If you are poor you are second class citizens. God is judging this sin right now.  


To tell most Christians today in the U.S.A. that it is wrong to require a dollar amount for services, books, tapes etc. will generate a reaction ranging from dismay to rebuke to persecution. To dare say we have no right to put a price on God’s gifts to us is to point out the sin which effects the pocketbook of religion.


The simple answer is to suggest a donation amount to those who can afford it. Do we really think well to do people are going to haul off al our books without paying for them? No the truth is we have become money changers in the temple and God requires repentance. If we are so filled with wisdom as to write a book telling God’s people how to live then we ought to have enough sense to work and pay our bills.


No the Gospel and CCM  book and music industry generates billions of dollars a year and that is the bottom line. We run after the latest book with 10 steps to prosperity or conference on how to be a prophet for profit. We are totally lost and filled with pride and deception. It is no wonder to me God’s protection has lifted and our children are gunning themselves down in school. We are hypocrites and must repent. 

