Holiness - a state of the heart				Matthew W. Pittaway





	Today in most churches around the USA, there is a subject you will seldom hear preached, taught or even discussed; holiness. There are I feel many reasons for this, the chief reason being it is uncomfortable for rich luke-warm "christians", playing at being the church, who are not really disciples of Jesus dying daily on their cross.





    Before you shut me down, understand that there is, in my humble opinion, another reason just as sinister that people run from a person talking about holiness: Satan has used an outward "holiness" as a license for judgemental self-righteous pious pompous holier than thou preachers to rant and rave calling fire and brimstone down on everybody within earshot.





SO: Here we have the 2 extremes. Satan loves extremism or any other thing as long as it keeps folks away from Jesus. The question remains; where is the balance? 


   One of the reasons Jesus had 12 disciples instead of 1, was that as mortal men we all see in part and know in part; (in a glass darkly) there is only 1 "1" in (non-papist) Christianity; Jesus, who with the Father and Holy Spirit is God.  It takes a lot of people to reveal the man Jesus to the world. 


    When we get together with a number of sincere christians and search the scriptures, petitioning the Holy Spirit's illumination in Jesus' name, we can find balance and truth in a greater dimension than alone. Whenever 1 man gets too much attention, power, etc. the danger results of going to Guyana and drinking kool-aid laced with poison.





	Holiness.





    This is a prophetic word; it is a message which has to go out to at least the US churches right now. If you contest it, please send me e-mail and scripture. I am not teaching, so there aren't references; get a concordance and look it up if you doubt or do not bear witness with what I say. Read the epistles of Peter, James and John. 





     In the USA today, there are a few "Pentecostal Holiness" and "Holiness" denominations who have done their best to follow Jesus, but have gone to extremes in judging the outward appearances of other people not within their authority. A religious demon has manifested driving people away from one of the core Gospel messages so badly needed in our Nation today!!





    The great majority of churches however, go to the other extreme. They preach that you can just put a bumper sticker on your car saying "If this car runs into a tree and there's nobody in it, I was raptured" and your saved, sanctified and filled with the Holy Spirit. These "eternal security" or "once saved always saved" churches are also barring the way for sincere people who want to get close to Jesus and have victory in their lives over sin! Oh God help us find balanced truth in Jesus name! 





     We live in a Nation blessed and called by God to use our wealth and media to spread His Good News to the ends of the earth! Satan hates America, and is doing everything to keep us in any and every kind of deception, as long as we are not on the Narrow Way that leads to life!





    Look at any news broadcast; kids are murdering each other in school! 1st graders shooting each other! Most of the killings do not even make the news! 1 black kid in Detroit, New York or any of the other major cities kills another every day; do you see it on the news? No; it has become common place!


     America is in the balance; no PAST the balance; and is slipping faster every day into the judgement of God! Most of these same "Calvinist" (Calvin by the way didn't teach the extremes of sloopy agape in the churches today) preachers just say "Oh, we'll all be raptured away before the tribulation". Woe unto the false prophets!





    GRACE





    When I was a brand new Christian, I looked up the word "Grace" un my Strong's Concordance. The Greek word is "Charis" (where we get 'charismatic') and means gift, refering to the Holy Spirit. Study of New Testament examples shows that Grace is the Holy Spirit's power in our lives to do God's will. Wow! That sure is different than what I hear preached in most pulpits and TV sermons!


    God has given us the POWER by His Holy Spirit to do His will! He will not allow us to be tempted past what we can endure, with His grace! Meditate on that definition and may God reveal to you the freeing impact to release you into true liberty in Christ!





    You see the Devil wants believers to think of Holiness as the unnatainable state of perfection that God alone has. Paul said "Not that I've attained, or yet will attain, but that I strive for the mastery" (para.) Jesus' whole purpose here on earth was to PAY the requirements of the LAW and Prophets of a perfect life, then as the spotless lamb, He could atone for our sins, so that WE could receive His Mercy, forgiveness, and then His Holy Spirit could reside in our hearts. 


    If Holiness was unnatainable, the New Testament wouldn't command us to live Holy in several places! We may only ba able to live Holy for 5 minutes at first; praise God! He is a good anf loving Father, who gave His Son He loved us so much! He says; "Okay, son , get up and try walking again; I have given you my GRACE; My Spirit in Power to do it; YOU CAN MAKE IT and BE EVERYTHING I CALLED YOU TO BE!".


     You can be Holy for 5 minutes, and when you stumble, you can get up, be Holy for 10 minutes, then 1 hour, then 1 day, then you are cooking with gas; didn't Jesus say let the day's own trouble be sufficient? The issue isn't how long can you be holy; it is that YOU CAN; that is what Grace is for!





     Now if you try this; to be Holy, on your own, you will soon become frustrated. Like the early disciples, even walking with Jesus every day in the flesh, they were always goofing up! When Jesus left, He told them to wait for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Once they received this "2nd blessing" and spoke in tongues, they had the power needed to turn their lives , and the world, upside down for Jesus.





     There is a lot of deception in "churches" in the USA today. God said in 2 Chonicles, 7:14 - 





"If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."





   Our Nation is sick, we; GOD's PEOPLE, NOT the lost, must repent. Judgement begins at home; at the house of God, from the leaders on up the line. This is America's only hope. We must repent of every sin, this means turn away from it; anything from religious activities to fornication; whatever is not glorifying God and led of the Spirit must go.


Then we must receive God's power to live holy, not in a surface way that pleases man, but according to our knowledge of scripture and the Spirit of God bearing witness with our conscience. 





     The "revivals" of big denominations joining in auditoriums for city wide crusades are not the answer. This is not revival; these big shows have been going on in America for the last 50 years while the nation goes to the dogs! It is time for the real thing. 





   There is still a SHORT time for America to repent, Lord let it begin with me. Every revival began with individual's repenting and hungrily seeking God tenaciously until He answers!    


