CONSCIENCE





What does the New Covenant teach about conscience and how does it function?





	Our general understanding in today's Western culture of conscience is that little pang in your heart when you are about to do something you feel is wrong. 





    Webster's Dictionary (Unabridged 2nd edition 1955) defines conscience thusly:





From (French, the root is;) Latin "Conscienta" - joint (com - together with) knowledge, feeling (scire)


	1) Knowledge or feeling of right and wrong. etc


	2) Knowledge of our own actions or thoughts


	3) the estimate or determination of justice.


    Interesting the root describes knowing something WITH someone else. Such as a "National conscience" or what you and your family always thought, you and your culture believe, etc. OR Knowing something is right with the Holy Spirit, or Word bearing witness.








There is one New Testament Greek word translated "conscience" : suneidesis meaning "co-perception" , moral consciousness; to be aware or understand completely.





The scriptures are:


    


    The Elders in Israel about to stone a prostitute hear Jesus say "Let him without sin cast the first stone". 


      John 8:9 - ...And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.


     


     So conscience is used by God to convict us of our sin.





This is confirmed in other scriptures:


	Romans 2:


14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:


 15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)





Heb 10:


1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.


 2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.


 3 But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.





Pure conscience


    More times the scripture talks about having and keeping a pure conscience, and the importance of it.





Paul says he always kept a good conscience (void of offense) toward God (Acts 23:1 & 1 Tim 1:5) and men (Acts 24:16 & 2 Cor. 4:2). In obeying the (righteous) "law of the land" (Rom. 13:5).





    Ignoring, putting away your conscience can result in your faith being shipwrecked and your life turned over to Satan. (1 Tim 1:19 & 20) The unbeliever often even has a conscience. (Rom 2:14-15). 





    A Defiled or seared  conscience is explained.


	(1 Tim 4:1-3)


	1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;


 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;


 3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.





     Titus 1:  15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.


 16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. 





The Holy Spirit works with our conscience to help us know righteousness. (Rom 9:1)


  " I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,".








RELIGION never made a conscience pure:


 


   Heb 9: 7 But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:


 8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing:


 9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;


 10 Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation....   (also Heb 10:2 )





ONLY Christ's payment can do it! 


 Heb. 9: 11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;


 12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.


 13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:


 14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?


 15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.


    


     This truth is reiterated again in Heb 10.


and continued on:





14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.


 15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before,


 16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;


 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.


 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. (not needed;{MP})


 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,


 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;


 21 And having an high priest over the house of God;


 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.


 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)


 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:


 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.





(Fellowship keeps us honest; isolation gives Satan a chance to lure us away from God.)





 26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,





Jesus already paid for it; and He said "Whoever comes to me I will in no wise cast out" Peter (Pre-Baptism of Spirit) denied him, and was accepted, again later (Post Baptism of Spirit)  Peter ate with the Jews in hypocrisy and was forgiven. There is no more NEED for a sacrifice; Jesus finalized that! 





     Does this give us license to sin; God forbid!....





 27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.


 28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:


 29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 





Grace; the power of God to do His will.





 30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.


 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.





Wow! Heavy stuff; meat. Then he goes on:





32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;


 33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used.


 34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.


 35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.


 


In ourselves and our "perfect sinless disciplined life"; no....





36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.


 37 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.


 38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.


 39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul. 


     Our spirit is saved initially, but the soul is another issues, and takes time varying from person to person.





Then in Heb 11 he goes into the teaching about FAITH. For it is our faith in God which is a gift and fruit of the Holy Spirit which allows us to receive the sprinkling of Jesus blood again when we sin; even if willfully.





    Only God knows when the willful sinner is cut off from grace. Who wants to push the limit of His mercy and risk hell? Not me! He has given us His Holy Spirit power to live in Holy communion with Him at all times and His people. Let us live in a pure conscience.





Suffering for conscience sake is admirable: (1 Pet 2:19 , 3:16)


   1 Pet 2:  18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.


 19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.   








Weak conscience is what people without strong faith have, and we must be sensitive to them, not allowing our liberty to stumble them. Paul explains this regarding eating food sacrificed to idols, which to many was a sin: (1 Cor. 8, 1 Cor 10)





1 Cor 8:


 9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of your's become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. (Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty)


 10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols;


 11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?





This is similar to Rom. 14, which describes a person "without faith" eating vegetables. Paul tells us in Romans (14:1) that we receive the person weak in faith, who doesn't think they can do this or that, but  not to doubtful disputations. 


Rom 14, Verse 3 says; "Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him."





Back to 1 Cor 8;


 12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.


 13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.





So we see here that some people have a conscience that is weak. Since God is not weak, this shows that the conscience is not always an absolute barometer of God's Spirit; it is simply our concept of right and wrong; our perception of what we can and can't do.





Conclusion: These 2 witnesses of Romans 14 and 1 Cor 8 (and 10) show clearly that outward actions; eat not, taste not, touch not, (Col. 2:21) Holy days, sabbath days, (Col 2:16) are a matter of personal conscience. Since without faith it is impossible to please God, and with maturity comes strength as opposed to weakness, it is clear that liberty grows as we mature and have faith towards God for our salvation and seek true inner holiness as opposed to outward things that "look" holy to our little group. (Mt. 23)


    I would take this a step further to hair length, clothing styles, jewelry, make-up and all the other things "holiness" preachers are fond to point out. Look at hair; what is "long" or "short"? Every picture of the apostles, Jesus, and our founding fathers shows men with hair near their shoulders or even longer. 


     Many students of Hebrew culture say that in Paul's time the "long hair" he referred to was the religious sideburns that certain sects of Jews grew and wore as long curls. What is long hair in context to Paul's time? To our time? What is short? The individual must decide as their conscience decrees in the sight of God, and he that is without faith, should judge and cause disputations. The same can be said about make-up, jewelry, hair styles, earrings etc. 


    


SO, where do I take a stand on my personal conscience concerning outward appearances? The scriptural answer is wherever I have authority, which is balanced with responsibility. Heb 13:7 - 17 admonishes the saints to submit to them who had the rule over them, who watched over them and had to give an account to God; those who were responsible.


    I am responsible for my wife and kids, or those God has put under my authority and care. I rule over them as a servant in love, and these I admonish to dress modestly, etc. I have no right nor would I ever care to rebuke anyone else on these outward surface issues! The only time a brother has a right to point out these issues in a meeting is when God has given him a specific prophetic word such as He did to Ezekiel; all else is carnal legalism and a religious demon.    








