Church Government and Proper use of Finances

      Matthew William Pittaway

PART 2 - Church Government in the Epistles


This is the second study I am doing after being shaken and puzzled by a Prophetic word I was given concerning what God is doing in the earth today. (See part 1) Although I am famous for taking tangents, I will try to stay focused on the issue of God's Government in the New Testament pattern and how it applies to us today, and specifically how it applies to "church" finances. 


I often put the word church, christian etc. in quotes because our concept is so different from the New Testament truth. Church for instance usually brings to mind a building with a steeple. It really means the born-again people of God in any area; The church at Philadelphia, etc. Christian brings to mind a "church"-goer on Sunday, or a guy in an RV with Jesus stickers all over it. Truly a christian is a person who has accepted Christ as saviour, and is trying sincerely to be a disciple of Jesus, Loving God and his fellow man. 


***Note; I'm a frustrated comedian at heart, so watch for smiley faces!

ROMANS


I usually teach this subject based on my current revelation by subject, but as this is a seeking for myself and you, I am taking it a book at a time. I will comment on the Epistles from the Gospels as the Spirit leads. My dad taught me "When in doubt, look to the words in red". I feel the teachings of Jesus are the focus and balance of all other Scripture.


Romans 1:1 - It is notable to me that Paul starts many of his letters not as "The Apostle Paul, but Paul, a Servant of Jesus, called an Apostle..." This tells me we shouild be humble (DUH!) but get it out front what our calling is! I'm tired, as I believe is the Spirit, of Apostles and Prophets going by the "Pastor" label. Stand up or stand down boys. I have found a balance saying (in truth!) I am an Apostle in training. I think that's better than beating around the bush; "well, ah, I'm a street preacher who pro-phecies and starts new works, yada yada." God help me I'm on the first verse!


Verse 7 "To all that be in Rome" I think it is timely that we realise God is setting in Elders over cities; Apostles & Prophets leading 5-fold Elders in every region.


It is comforting to me to know that (Chapter 2) Paul was hindered by the established religious leaders of his day; the Jews.


Chapter 12 - Now we get into it. We are told to present our bodies to God...prove what is the good, acceptable and perfect will of God. (vs 4) our bodies have different parts with different jobs. (vs 6) "Having then gifts (Charisma)differing according to the grace given us..."   Paul lists 7 gifts, I've heard them taught as Grace gifts or "Motivational Gifts", the thought being that we have graces that may or may not be offices. I am OK with that teaching, but wouldn't stake my soul on it. For instance I may be motivated as a Prophet, but called to be a teacher.


My take on this portion of Paul's teaching is simply that we all have a job to do and gifts for that job, so let's seek God diligently about our calling and use our gifts. I don't see a specific categorization here or order of government. Any input is appreciated. I believe the Lord has promised me he is clarifying the critical issues of Church Govt. in cities and regions, and finances to me as I study this.


An interesting point to me is the Grace or Charisma of "Giver". Someone is blessed in the natural realm and is called upon to give; Let's see if we can win Bill Gates to Christ ;>)

Paul goes on to lay out basic attitudes and lifestyles all saints should have. This confirms to me this is an exhortation to all saints to seek our callings and get going in them.


Chapter 13 - In this chapter I will hit some points I fell are being taught out of balance.

Verse 1; "There is no power but of God; the powers that be are ordained of God". In the light of Hitler, the US Revolutionary war, etc. i think we can safely say Paul is speaking of the Principle of Authority. If a Govt. or Church leader is in the wrong, we handle it in righteousness depending on the situation, but God will sometimes have His people stand up in His (The highest) authority against tyrants, etc. 


For instance, say you see a cop beating a drug dealer. You yell "Hey man, arrest him and let the judge decide, OK?" Are you rebelling against authority? I think not, there is a higher authority, our constitution which says innocent until proven guilty. Verse 3 is key ; "Rulers are not a terror to good works..." this tells us who Paul is referring to be Authority.


Verse 6 is key; "For this cause ought you to pay tribute, they are God's ministers..." If we live in a civilized country where the Police are still for the good guy, we should pay our part. this could be a clue to where God is leading. Some parachurch non-profit orgs. have gone profit and just pay their taxes. Others donate so much to charity they can write it off.


Chapter 14 and 15 have a lot of attitude teaching that is good for leaders to heed. We are the servants, not the sheep fleecers, not the controllers or dominators.


Chapter 15: 18 - 20 - Paul mentions his minstry with the demonstration of power.

(vs 20) he tells that he tried never to build upon another man's foundation. He won new converts (gentiles) and planted home churches. In light of the rotten foundations around today I personally have no guilt in taking wandering sheep from a denomination.


  (vs) 25-28 Tells how Paul takes an offering from a prosperous area to a poor area. One of the times an Apostle takes funds from one region to another.

1 CORINTHIANS


CHAPTER 1; verse 10, Paul exhorts to the saints in Corinth to be united. There is only 1 church and Paul recognized 1 church in each city, then individual house churches. In Jerusalem they gathered in the temple; equivelant to a large meeting, but this pattern of city fathers and house churches prevails. I have no problem with regions being divided up in our large cities; but not the current state where 45 churches have people on every block! This is division and confusion! Saints passing each other driving across town to be in their little comfort zone. 


Verse 11 - 13 Paul rebukes divisions creeping in. "I am of Paul, I am of Apollos". (vs 13) "Is Christ divided?" (vs 23) and other places Paul focuses our uniting message "Christ crucified..." (vs 24) The power ...and wisdom of God". There is one message, and One body; we all know there won't be a heaven for Lutherans and one for Catholics; Jesus said "Thy kingdom come...on earth as in heaven!!".


Chapter 2 - Paul tells the Corinthians that the real leaders (apostles) of the One church are given signs of power and the basic message of Christ. He gets into Spiritual discernment. Chap 3 - He says they are carnal babes for the reason of strife and division. God give us a mature church! More on unity.


Chapter 4 - Paul ties unity in with the Apostleship he is given. He tells of his sufferings (indicator of a pure motive) and the power given him. This is key to the whole issue: God's true Apostles stand up in power, and they establish a united church. This is the opposite of what we have today in the USA! God send true apostles of power! He balances all of it out reminding the people it is God's grace and not something great about Paul.  


The end of chapter 4 is interesting - (19 - 21) "I will come to you...and will know not the speech of them who are puffed up, but the power...What do you want; shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and the spirit of meekness" Paul had an authority that was powerful in the sense of a rod of discipline. I have seen glimpses of this authority in Prophets and Apostles today; men have dropped dead for standing against God's true leaders. I believe we will see more if need be until the sheep are freed from the controllers and profiteers of denominational religion.


Chapter 9 - (vs 1-6) Paul says Apostles have the right to eat, drink and have a wife, living using the finances of the church and forbear working. (vs 12) Paul chose not to use his rights. He chose celebacy , though as a Pharisee he was almost assuredly married at one time. He also chose to work in tentmaking to provide his own keep so the Gospel and especially his minstry would be above reproach. Would that preachers today were this way!


Chapter 11 - Paul gets into men and women in the public assembly. Among those who are even open to Apostles and Prophets there are 2 camps; the one teaches women can't be elders, thus women can't be apostles, etc. The other teaches women can. Then there are the subdivisions. Personally I have little concern about this issue. If I'm at your house and you give your wife liberty, fine. If you don't give your wife, or other women liberty, fine, my wife's joy isn't dependent on if she can toss her pearls at your feet or not. 
Personally, I think if there is a true Apostle or Prophet in the house, there's going to be order. I've seen men get out of orde; shoot most demon-in-nations (denominations) today are all run by men and totally void of the Spirit. In light of our culture, which I think is a big part of the picture here, I give women and children liberty if they are moving in the Spirit of Prophecy etc.
 I would just judge each situation as it comes, in our day I would rather see unity among the true church.


Chapter 12 - this chapter can be a 3 day seminar. (vs 4 - 6) gives 3 distinctions of Spiritual "Manifestations "(vs 7 gk "phanerosis"):


(4) Diversities of  "gifts" - gk "charisma"



Many relate these to the 7 'motivational' gifts of Romans 12. Others the '5-

fold' gifts of Eph. 4. 


(5) Differences of "Administrations" - gk. "Diakonia"



Our word for deacon, servant. Job, function or service.


(6) Diversities of "Operations" -  gk. "energima" 



signs of power, energizings. (details later in vs 8-10)


Verse 7 - But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. This is what's key; why He gave gifts. Too often we try and disect God's gifts and categorize. Just let God color and shape his pottery and enjoy the water that flows from them. However if you want the 3 day seminar, send $29.95 for the 5 tape set... ;-)   (joke)


Now verse 8-10 gets into the fun power gifts we can see if we're flowin' with God!


Verse 28 - and He has set some in the church, first Apostles, secondarily Prophets, thirdly teachers, (also see Eph 4:11) after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  OK buckle up...


There are 3 references I can think of off the top of my head to these "set in" offices which put the first 2 ministries in this order: Apostle, Prophet. Then they all go on different tangents based on the context. It is so clear the New Testament church is "built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets". These are the 2 lampstands, the 2 olive trees, the 2 witnesses. Remeber revelation is not doctrine, you can have the Old Testament and the New Testament be the 2 witnesses if you want, and we can both be right !!!


The key here is that God has "set in" (this is a word picture of a mason tapping a brick with his hand to get it in the mortar and straight) Apostles as the lead, with Prophets alongside, and Teachers. You could say, who charges into the spray of bullets first? Is this really a prestige thing? I don't think so. I'd love to be a Pastor! 


Do you want to have revival. I have the key, but most preachers don't want it. It is so simple it's comical; get an Apostle and Prophet together and let them rock out! Just stand back and watch God re-shuffle your deck. But let's face it America, you're comfortable, you like being in control and profiteering off of religion; you don't want revival....do you?


Chapter 16 - (vs 1 - 4) Here Paul gives an order to the church to start the week by putting aside whatever they can as God has prospered them. Notice no mention of the 10% (or 20 or 30%) tithe, or other legalisms; just some extra. Paul doesn't want to do an 'offering'. This is key; today we pass the plate and new converts, unbelievers etc. get bombarded by Satan all the next week with "They only want your money". We need to get organised in God's divine order and do our business apart from public meetings.


"And when I come (vs 3) , whomever you approve by your letters..." I am guessing since this was a huge city and there wasn't e-mail, cars etc. the elders couldn't all show up in a moments notice so Paul was getting this ready ahead of time, thus letters from elders saying "Jo Smo is the deacon we appointed..." etc.


(vs 3 cont.) "...them will I send to bring your gift unto Jerusalem" . I hear you Paul; I like to cash my paycheck and hold it before I pay my bills too...  ;-)


(4) "and if it be good for me to go also we'll go together. " Paul left the option open; never know what The Lord's gonna say tomorrow!

EPILOGUE


As I read the Epistles, I am taken by the absolute charity and self-LESS-ness of the Apostle Paul and his exhortations to the churches to be like minded. I see a stark contrast to myself and the church of Jesus in the USA. I feel we are greatly deceived in worldliness, money and things. God help us. Amen.

II CORINTHIANS


Chapters 3 - 6 have a lot of good teching to help churches identify true Apostles. this is important since there has to be a starting point for ministries who do not currently have Apostles they know and trust to come in and minister. Don't expect everything to be the same, most of us haven't had the "opportunity' to suffer like Paul, but look with an open heart for the attitudes and motivations. This goes for congregations that already have Apostle(s), although they can usually spot another true Apostle.


Chapter 8 - Paul again gets the church at Corinth; a large and rich area, to take a collection for the persecuted saints. (vs 13 - 15) this is important; Paul points out that we do not take money from poor Christians and give it to rich ones! Wow; get this straight TV preachers; you know who you are, unless your deception is complete. 


I won't go on about churches I've been to collecting "tithes" in legalism from welfare mama's while the "Pastor" is building a house in the country, driving a new Jimmy and his wife a Porsche. "Oh that's all paid for by our book and tape sales"...Hirelings!!!


Chapter 9, Verse 6 - 11 


Here Paul exhorts to give liberally with a joyful attitude. It is all faith; sowing and reaping, ther is not a hint of tithing, legalism, guilt about the "poor starving children". 


Chapter 10 ; vs 13 - 17

Here Paul talks about working with churches He planted, and not those planted by other ministers. The real issue is (vs 15) that Paul wouldn't collect funds from churches that other men had planted to build new works.


Chapter 11


Vs 7 - 9 ; Paul says the Macedonis church paid his way so he could minister freely to the Corinthians. It was important in this prosperous city to Paul that he did not minister in any way that might look like it was motivated by money. 


In this chapter Paul compares His ministry to false Apostles. The false Apostles were motivated by money, and Paul contrasts his free ministry. He also tells of all the tribulation he has endured for the Gospel, hoping the people will see the contrast to these false Apostles who were in it for personal gain. Take heed prosperity preachers, and I do believe in prosperity.


Vs. 18 - "seeing that many boast after the flesh"; false Apostles will boast of carnal things. Vs 20 the details of false apostle's activities; " ...bring you into bondage" -  Legalism; "devour you" -  eat up their resources "; take from you - more of same ; "exalt himself" - opposite of humility; "smite you on the face - symbolic rebuke of pharisees.

Vs 22 - They made a big deal about natural status; they were Jews; as if it somehow lifted them above other ministers. kind of like today's "PHD" after their name.


Chapter 13, Vs 10; Paul keeps refering to tha fact that he has 'power" or authority (exousia) and he doesn't want to have to use it "for destruction" but edification.

 CORINTHIANS THOUGHT -  In both books Paul relates signs of His true Apsotleship and Authority. His willing to go through a lot of trials and stay with the job, not charging any money. His power to do miracles, and his authority backed by the Lord. His purity and care for the churches over himself. 

GALATIONS


 Chapter 1 and 2 - Here are two accounts of Paul's visits to the accepted church leaders of the time the Apostles in Jerusalem. Paul emphasizes that he didn't go to them when he was saved and started ministering, and the 2nd time he only went up due to a revelation, only saw certain Apostles etc. The thought is clear Paul's Gospel was given him by God and not men. He uses 2 chapters to drive this home; the Gospel opens the door for individuals to go to God, not get under bondage of men.

    
In chapter 2 Paul relates how he rebuked Peter for eating with Jews only. He wants to show Peter was human, had faults, and so do we all, and so can we all be great men of God. 


Chapter 2:10 - The only thing the Apostles told Paul was to remember the poor, which he already was doing.


Chapter 3, 4 &5  - rebukes Galations for coming under legalism; justification by faith.


Chapter 6 - paul relates that we should share our natural things with teachers of the word of God. He does not say teachers may charge ticket fees! Then he says "As we have opportunity let us do good to all men". Too many ministers are motivated impurely; thinking "Oh I can teach the word and get paid". Wrong motive! Hireling.

EPHESIANS
2:19 - 22 "you...are built upon the foundation of the Apostle's and Prophets' Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone." How many churches today are founded upon these 2 ministries? 1 in 1000?

    Is it for today? Chapter 3 verse 5 - "...it is NOW revealed unto His holy Apostles and Prophets" So I guess that shows Paul was NOT refering to O.T. prophets here as some would say! The rest of Chapter 3 goes into the great things God wants to do in each individual saint.

Chapter 4 - Vs 3&4 'Try and keep the unity of the Spirit...There is 1 body, 1 Spirit.. .....   1 hope...1 Lord ...1 faith; " what do you do with that, denominations?


Verse 11 - "He gave some Apostles, some Prophets...." 12 "For the...ministry" I guess these 2 are for today; unless minstry has passed away into some dispensational void.


Verse 14 "That we be no more children tossed bt every wind of doctrine" SO 5-fold ministry, Apostles and Prophets will bring unity of doctrine.

Chapter 5:21 "Submit yourselves one to another" Good for the controllers to read.

Chapter 6:5-6 Interesting acceptance of slavery in those days. The truth is any job you're "stuck in" because of debt, etc. is a form of slavery. The word advises to "owe no man anything but love"; and the OT discouraged voluteering to become a slave for so many years to pay a debt . Paul did exhort Philemon to release Onesimus; his slave. I believe their were laws in those times that a slave was to be treated right; would be released at a certain time, etc. it was more an indentured servant than our concept of black slaves in the south being whipped, etc.

 Philippians
1:1  - Paul mentions "Bishops and Deacons". My take; Deacons are elected by the people and/or set in by the elders; Apostles or someone in authority. They are OJT; helpers. Bishops, or elders are leaders with greater authority AND RESPONSIBILITY; which is always balanced. The elders would serve more; Jesus taught the "greatest serve" mentality. God help us! VS 27 - Unity exhorted. "Stand fast in one spirit with one mind striving together for the Gospel!" Wow.

   Chapter 2:2   Unity again!   vs 7 ; be servants of each other. vs 14 " Do all without disputings, SO THAT ye may be blameless... IN THE MIDST OF...a perverse nation.

    Didn't Jesus say "That they may be one...so the world will know they are my disciples?"


Why oh why do ministers hang onto denominations ?!?!?

Chapter 3: 13-17 more unity!

COLOSSIANS


1:1 - All Pauls letters are to the saints in a city. We know there were in some cities thousands of saints spread all aropund, so this just re-inforces the plain truth that there was 1 city and 1 governing body of 5-fold Elders over each city; not for control but for order and effectiveness as servants. This is a point of great excitement for me; to see cities come into unity following the leading of true 5-fold Elders in Order of Apostles and Prophets in every city. I feel very strongly the denominations that ignore these Theocratic Govt. leaders will fade away or become goat pens.

Chapter 2:1-2  Paul makes great effort to keep the saints "Knit together in love". Vs. 4 "Lest any man beguile you" How Paul strove to keep Christ's church united! The only concept he had, and we should have is that the church in any region, city etc. is one, and the rest is not the church. There is too many repeats of this thought and message for any reasonable Christian to believe otherwise unless they are either goats, wolves or fat lazy selfish carnal immature sheep.

Vs. 8  "...man spoil(s) you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men..." says it all.

Chapter 4 - Various exhortations. At the end of Pauls letters he often sends greetings from people in his team to friends and loved ones. He also gives instructions, etc. The thing that stands out to me is that each person is referred to by name, then work they've done, gifts they have, etc. There is reference to "The brother" or "My fellow laborer (including women)". there isn't a big emphasis on the office; are they a deacon, elder etc. This is an attitude I feel they all had, Paul was "Brother Paul" Not "The Rev. Apostle Paul, PHD, DD." There was no "Clergy > Laity", it was simply members of Christ's body in love doing the work of building the Kingdom as the Spirit led for God's glory.

THESSALONIANS
Misc. Exhortations

1st TIMOTHY


Chapter 1   (vs 5 - 7) Paul exhorts Timothy to " Charge" (give this command to) the saints to be pure in motive. He says some have "sought to be teachers" and it is inferred their motive was a paycheck.


(Vs 18 - 20) He tells Timothy to remember the Prophecies he received so he can wage a good warfare. Satan attacks a true (humble) man of God with these thoughts ; "You're not a minister; remember your faults" etc. Paul says there were some who turned away from the pure ministry motives, and he "Delivered them to Stan that they may learn not to blaspheme". An Apostle has the right to "bind and loose on earth" in relations to men's sins. Men who withstand an Apostle or Prophet (or other minister depending upon the situation) will be warned in dreams, etc by God, but if they refuse to repent, they'll suffer sickness, tragedy and/or death.


Chapter 2 (vs 12) Paul didn't let women teach, which was due I feel to the times. I feel today still a woman should be covered by a man of God, husband or...Also a godly woman must never exercise authority over a man. This is a fine point, for instance my wife may rebuke a demon in a man if I'm not around and it is manifesting, etc. If a woman is called by God to a job where she has men under her, she should still remember this; I've worked for Godly women and I'd kill for them; they were polite and always asked me to do this or that. They also were under a covering whom I was also under.


Chapter 3 - Bishops and Deacons


This is great scripture for clarifying order. However God is an innovator and even here we don't want to get legalistic. This is a pattern that is good to follow, and we can use it to tear down denominational "Hi things that exalt themselves against the knowledge of God". Notice it is an Apostle who is laying this out.


BISHOP

1) "Office" is not in the greek; inferred by tense of "Bishop"- Gk. Episkope; One who looks out for, oversees, supervises. Different from "Elder" - Greek Presbuteros; old, elderly.

    List of requirements:


Blameless - No grounds for accustaion of ungodliness.


Husband of 1 wife - Not a polygamist. Doesn't mean never divorced. However a man 

who has had multiple wives AFTER being 'saved' I would pray about it!


Vigilant; Gk; Temperate - not a person who binges on food, alcohol, etc.


Sober; no alcoholics, dope fiends. However it's important to be able to lighten up



for some R & R once in a while.


Good behaviour - Duh


Given to Hospitality - BINGO; How many churches have NO ministry of Hospitality!


Apt to teach - notice it doesn't say; "Eager to do a seminar for a certain fee".


Not given to wine - 


No Striker - brawler, can't turn the other cheek.


Not greedy of filthy lucre, or money


Patient, not a brawler, not covetous


Rules his own house well, his children in subjection with all seriousness.


    2 verses on this; if you can't rule your opwn house....


Not a new believer, so pride doesn't set him up for a fall.


Good report by outsiders; who knows you without your Sunday face?


      More tho; How do we appear to the world; as hucksters? As puritanical pain in 

the religious holier than thou etc? Or as the Book of Acts church to which 

no one dared join for the fear of God .

2 Tim ends "Timothy ordained the first Bishop of the church of the Ephesians".

DEACONS - Gk diakanos; servant, minister, helper. Not some stoagy puffing board 
member who gerts to pull strings because he's a big tither.


Grave - serious enough when necessary.


Not doubletongued; Man of his word; it's easy to say what man wants to hear, then 

preach what thus sayeth God.


Not given to much wine. Alcohol is not prohibited anywhere in the Word, unless it 

is due to a self imposed vow. Temperance in all.


Not greedy of money. There goes half the preachers in the US...ouch.


Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. Heavy. I feel there is more 

revelation on this yet to come.


Let them first be proven, then being found blameless let them be Deacons. Not to 

be handed out to get new members, etc.


Their Wives should be Sober, grave, not slanderers, faithful in everything.



I think it goes without saying these are guidelines for Elders as well!


Husband of one wife (at a time)
ruling their own house, children well.


FOR They that have done a good job as a deacon develop a depth, degree of 

maturity, and great boldness in the faith which is in Jesus.

The difference is that deacons DO NOT:


Oversee. They could I suppose be 'proven' as a team leader under an Elder or 



Bishop.


Teach. Notice they "Hold the mystery of the faith"; but don't teach. The teacher of 

that era was a high position ; One you sold everything and followed.


Give Hospitality. I'm sure they could, just not required. They were helpers and 



Disciples. 


Also there isn't the stricter guidelines; notice the absence of "No striker, Patient, 

good behaviour". You get the idea these can be (as were Jesus' disciples) 

young men who are still working on these traits. God knows I get 


impatient sometimes; though less as time wears on.

THOUGHT - This letter is to Timothy, Pauls understudy. He was exhorted by Paul to set order and teach, so He would be a Bishop; however in 1 Tim. 5:1-2 He is told to "Rebuke not an elder; intreat him as a father. Then he is told to treat elder women as mothers, younger women as sisters; God is family oriented and you have to consider who you are talking to. I think the typical US church has confused the word Bishop as being an elder over many elders; like a "Big Shot Elder". I see and Elder as a literally older person, as per the Old Covenant concept, and it would be good to jump to the requirements of an elder here so we can compare these "offices". 


Verse 19-20 again he is told to rebuke not an elder without 2-3 witnesses. He is then told to publicly rebuke some. Vs 22 he laid hands on folks.

ELDERS -  Gk - Presbuteros - Senior, overseer. Mature Men of varying gifts who ruled


over the church in a city.

1 Tim 5:17 - Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor.


1 Peter 5: 1 - 5 - Shepherd (feed) the flock of God, taking the oversight (Bishop-


Episcope) so Elder actually is > Bishop; or a senior bishop. This is like 180 

degrees from what I've heard in many churches.


Not by constraint, but willingly - motive must be Christ's calling.


Not for money, but of a ready mind; see above. Must have been a paying job.


Not as Lords over (God's) heritage, but as examples to the flock.


You younger, submit to the elder; (so age was a factor) Yea all of you submit 
yourselves one to the other. Get in the Spirit.

James 5:14 -" Is any sick among you let him call for the elders...and they will anoint him 
with oil..." Elders anointed with oil. Others are not prohibited. The context is 
"effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man"; with age in Christ comes blessing.

NOTE - The elder was a strong Old Testament
 concept, as well as a natural fact that 
the elderly have wisdom. These teachings are good as guidelines but are not I feel 
legalistic constraints unless specified in scripture. For example I have seen young 
brothers anoint with oil and God has used it, some denominations would rebuke 
such a brother. Let us major on the majors and not make legal doctrines out 
of unclear points. As the old Jewish mama said as she pulled out a thermos of 
chicken
soup to give a man who had fallen over ill; when told "It won't do 
any good; he's dead" she replied "It couldn't hoyt ! "  ;^)



However with everything I've gone over in the word of God, I bet if you 
lined up every scripture on these you'd find not one contradicts the other! The 
feeling I am getting is that Elders were good ol' boys whom the church supported, 
and worked shepherding the flock. They did not have the Authority of a Bishop to 
ordain, etc. unless they were also a bishop/Apostle, such as Paul's spiritual sons 
Timothy and Titus. There's more here!!

 

Also I feel it needful to remember these were God's guidelines. There 
seems to be some crossing over of the duties and responsibilities of Deacons, 
Bishops and Elders, based on their GIFTS, MATURITY and TRAINING.


Mature men with maybe not a lot of training were Elders. Young men with gifts 
and training were bishops, newer disciples sold out were made deacons.

Titus 1:5 - Was left in Crete by Paul to set things in order, ordain elders "as I (Paul) have appointed thee". He was a spiritual "Son" of Pauls. 


"Blameless


Husband of 1 wife


Having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.


For a Bishop must be blameless". We see a merging; crossover of titles. Elders do 

bishoping, bishops don't have to be elders.



Not selfwilled, Angry, given to wine, striker, greedy Lover of Hospitality, 



lover of good men (don't even go there ;^}sober, just holy, temperate.



(same as prev. bishop requirements, holy is a new one)


Holding tightly to the faithful word as he has been taught...to exhort and convince 
gainsayers. Remember the 'Elect Lady was told by John ( 2nd epistle) to not take 
into her house certain men with false doctrines? Elder's job to deal with JW's at the 
door. 



10-11 "For there are many...deceivers...who subvert whole houses (note `

the "House church" concept) teaching things...for filthy lucre's sake".




Watch out for the "Prophetic seminar for $25 a head" hucksters.


Chapter 2:1-2 speaks of aged men; different from elders, who are ordained of God.


I sometimes wonder ,if Paul knew how we'd all be using his letters to establish the 

'Doctrine of the Church', would he write anything differently? To find out 

send $29.95 for the 6 tape series...;^)

Acts 14:23 - Paul and Barnabas on tour; "...They...ordained leders in every church". I 
think it's safe to say these were 1 city; 1 church days. So the elders were over the 
city; possibly overseeing various sections per elder.

Acts 15: 2,6, 22, 23  - In a dispute over legalism, Paul goes to the "Apostles and Elders" 
in Jerusalem to make a final ruling. So we see Peter (1 Pet. 5:1) there who was an 
Apostle & Elder, and others who were both, or either, ruling the church in the city, 
and also a govt. headquarters so to speak of the church. Interesting that today we 
have mostly Paul's writings however as our guidelines. Also of note as you read 
through, they reasoned the thing out in the Spirit; it wasn't the 2 extremes you see 
today of either "Thus sayeth God!!" all reason out the door, or the other imbalance 
of intellectualism. The methodists use the "4 pillars" to check out doctrine: 
Scripture, reason, church tradition and experience ( being like a vision, prophecy 
etc.). Works for me.

NOTE - here's a concept; the Lord has told me that the hear must be transplanted in the church today. The heart has 2 sides: Left and Right, and the Right (I think) is bigger; dominant. This is a type of the Apostle - Prophet team; the foundation ministry. Currently the Pastor/Teacher team rules; but the heart will be transplanted in Christ's body because it is so badly out of order. That one was free.

Acts 20:17 - Paul calls the elders of Ephesian church

I have to stop and give a word of honor to the Black brethren in the US who have retained the terms Deacon, Elder, Bishop and Apostle , although you seldom hear the term Prophet. Many of these brethren have held to the scriptural terms while many white churches strayed into intellectualism and departed from what they termed "fundamentalism". You go bro ; you da man.


 I will never forget my father, who taught the bible in a liberal Lutheran church, being humbled when he came to an open study at a black Church I worked at in Detroit. His philosophies were sliced and diced by the brethren who knew the Word of God. I felt embarassed and hurt for my dad but the philosophies of religion cannot hold a candle to the rightly divided word of God.

CONCLUSION
   I think this makes it clear as a guideline that there is a difference scripturally in the New Testament between Elderly Men, Elderly Women, and church elders. When the writings of Paul concerning women and teaching are included it is clear that scripturally, and doctrinally, the elders and bishops of that time were not women, because they taught, which women certainly did not.


 I feel that any woman who is not satisfied teaching, bishoping or eldering other women, who has to include men under her or is not satisfied, has a problem and probably shouldn't be ministering in the first place. I do see possible situations where it would be OK,(Women Bishops, etc) but that's another study. 


The breakdown I see here is this:

1) Deacon -Young men who were growing steadily in the faith were given duties to serve with increasing responsibility and called deacons; servants; ministers.

2) Bishop - Deacons who showed giftings and discipline, knowledge of the word etc. were given duties of a bishop. Some young men who were called to be Apostles (Tim, Titus, etc.) were given large areas of rule as Bishops and ordained Elders, who were more localised.

3) Elders -  were elderly men who had gifts and/or knowledge and enough faith, training etc. to be ordained as Elders;  overseers or shepherds in regions or cities, varying responsibility levels. They were probably payed especially those who taught a lot. 

4) There were blendings of these gifts; as an artist blends colors, to produce ministries God could use in varying situations.

5) The bottom line was; be a servant for God and His sheep in purity not for money, in the flow of the Spirit and Love. Not "I'm a bishop and your just a deacon, nanny nanny" ;^).

With Authority comes responsibility. 

6) Apostles set this all in order. Elder Apostles carried a lot of weight, like Paul and Peter.

7) The levels of responsibility (Deacon, Bishop, Elder) are further shaded and tinted by the artist's brush with 5-fold gifts, Grace gifts and Power manifestations. God has quite an arsenal to use against the devil if we do it His way and stop playing religion.

