Importance of Apostolic Order in the church:

25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

 26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.

 27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

 29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.

 30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.

 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

 32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

 33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.

 34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together unto condemnation. And the rest will I set in order when I come.

This passage is basicly describing the order for folks getting together for fellowship and specifically communion. However when we read between the lines there is a powerful message here needed badly by the church in the USA. The message in a nutshell is this:

Apostolic Order is of life and death importance

I’ve never seen this before or heard it preached. The apostle says some heavy things:

1) If you commune unworthily you are guilty of the body and blood of the Lord resulting in sickness, death damnation.

I’ve heard every imaginable explanation of the meaning but they left me unsatisfied. Usually the preacher tried to define “unworthily” as some deep horrid state of continual abomination level sin that we would never sink too. This never bore witness with my spirit or made sense.

2) If we would judge ourselves we won’t be judged.

This is key: We need to be brutally honest with ourselves. Jeremiah said the heart is deceitful who can know it? 

3)  Vs. 32.-  God is dealing with us differently than the unsaved folks of the World.

Can God be unfair? No He deals with us as sons; we must be judged so we will repent and get right, that way He will have a basis to judge the unsaved on the last day.

3) Vs 33 - He reiterates the need to wait for each other before communion. This is a basic rule of order. It isn’t a big important foundational doctrine; it is really minor thing to us, but isn’t it the little foxes that spoil the vine?  No this shows how important order is to God! Imagine; if only 1 atom is split and it can cause a nuclear blast.

All the weight of sickness, death and damnation is laid on the way in which Christians approach the order of how a thing is done!
4)  Vs 34 – “…and the rest will I set in order when I come”.
Paul could only do so much by letter; his ministry of apostle required that he go to the specific churches and set things in order. The state they were in was “Out of Order” and if you’ve ever tried to get a coke from a machine that was out of order you know that you put your money in and nothing comes out. 


US churches are out of order, and as a result are putting out a lot of “ministry” (read; activity) and nothing is getting better.

The ministry of apostle is a special gift (as are all special) to help us find God’s order for our gatherings. The truth is if we were all perfectly tuned to the Holy Spirit and obedient to His leading, we would do everything in perfect order automatically. However we are not all that mature! So God sets apostles in the church to show us the basic “how to” instructions. 

You would think a ministry so important as this with so much at stake would be common and appreciated. However we see in the USA church that even the term apostle has been rejected as passé . We must hear Eph. 4 “God has set in the church first apostles…”  and find where they are a-settin’!! We should be seeking this ministry an working to raise up those with this calling! 

God send us true apostles to get the church back in order. 

Help us seek and desire to submit to the order the apostles set in your word and not make light of it as we have in the past. Amen.

