Foundations





	America is in trouble. If you don't think so, if you can't see the signs of the times or are in some kind of denial, do not read on. If you see we are in trouble, and want to see America turned back to God instead of going into tribulation, read on.





	God promised in 2 Chronicles 7:14 that if His people would repent and turn from sin unto Him, He would heal our land. What do we turn from? What do we repent of? This is a word to God's people, that's us! The church must repent, and the anointing drips from the head, so the leaders must repent first. Jesus preached hardest to the scribes and pharisees; the religious leaders; Paul preached repentance to the circumcision. Are you still with me?





	So what do we as New Testament church leaders in America repent of? Many are repenting "for" the sins of the nation, this is NOT what God said to do! He said YOU repent. YOU apostle, prophet, pastor, evangelist, elder, bishop, teacher; YOU repent for YOUR sins; not the sins of the heathen in your nation. If you can't get this, well....repent!





	So what do we repent of, church? Well how about unity to start off with? Paul clearly said the Corinthians, a rich church like America, were carnal because 1 said he was of Paul and another of Apollos, etc. Denominations are NOT from God. If you are denominational, start there with your humbling yourself. Don't quit your comfy pastoral job yet, but repent of division.


	I have a vision which I believe is from God. I see the Christians in cities uniting under the cross. I see denominational signs coming down and simple signs like "House of Worship", "Christian Assembly" etc. going up. I see God raising up a body of true elders in certain cities who will lead their towns to righteousness. I see groups of these cities in areas of the nation joining together. I hope and pray it will spread across states and that someday our nation will be again "One Nation Under God". God being Jesus! I can only bring this about by repenting myself, shepherding my family in truth, and reaching out to my neighborhood, community etc. I cannot usurp the will of others, but my prayer is true unity in Jesus.  





	And how do we not be divided? God said this thru Paul to the Corinthians; "I knew nothing among you but Christ and Him crucified". Paul went to the foundation; a point all could agree on, and built from there. In fact he said in this part of Corinthians he had to start over when they SHOULD have been teachers, because they were getting splintered off on doctrinal divisions.


	Will we all believe exactly the same thing? Not initially; but we will in heaven; and Jesus said we must pray "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." The remnant church will have unity. Believe me the churches in persecuted countries have unity because the false apostles have packed up their huckster shows and fled.


 


	So Paul sets an example of going to the Rock; the foundation stone; the head of the corner. The doctrine we must agree upon first is the doctrine of Jesus. To do this we must understand the context of what Jesus said and His mission or we will be confused.


	Jesus was an Old Covenant Prophet; that is to say He was under the law and preaching to people under the law whom He wanted to set free. He magnified the intensity of the law in the sermon on the mount to show the true humble seeker how preposterous it is to live according to all the perfection of the law. Jesus' goal was to build in them a need for a way out of judgement; which way was His life on the cross for our sins.


	So we say "AMEN!" Jesus is Lord; He died for my sins and I am free from the CURSE of the law.


We can be in unity on this, and build our city wide church on the rock of Christ Jesus. I think it is safe to say if a person can't agree on this, they are lost. Amen.





	Now what is the next level of foundation we need to build as a united church? Let's go to the word.


Jesus said "The wise man dug deep and built his house on the rock". now we can already have disputes among catholics and protestants here; but let us agree at least Jesus was speaking here of our personal lives built on truth, on Christ the "Petra" rock. 


	


So I see the First priority foundation is Jesus


His life and teachings are a foundation we build upon. We can agree on His message which is this:


	Jesus is Lord, God, Redeemer, Christ and Saviour. He made this clear.


	The New Covenant law is summed up as "Love God with all you are, and love your neighbor as yourself; the golden rule. We can all agree on this surely.


	Jesus taught about the Father, and He taught about the Holy Spirit. Some call this the Trinity, but that offends some who focus on the Old Covenant law which says "The Lord thy God is one God". The Old Covenant also speaks of the "7 spirits of God". We will never fully understand Him in this life, so if numbers like 3 in 1 or 7 in 1 offend, we will say He is 1, and this is a mystery, because He is Father and Son and Holy Spirit and Wisdom and Melchizedek etc.





	As we study the teachings and life of Jesus we see themes repeated. Forgiveness, Mercy, Justice and above all true "agape" Love. The parables teach these, His life teaches these. We also see power and authority. Everyone in Christ strives for these virtues.





	So far I think every Catholic and Protestant can agree. Maybe even some Jehovah Witness, Christian Science, Mormons etc. can agree on this so far. Jesus however said "I come not to bring peace but a sword". The word of God divides soul and spirit, to the joint and marrow. As we progress into the foundation the word is going to cut, and the soulish person will fall away.





Peter said the church is built upon "the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ the chief cornerstone". So we build on Jesus' teaching and the teaching of the apostles and prophets. We have record of the apostle's teaching in the scripture. The writer of Hebrews says this: "not laying again the foundation of:


	1) Repentance from dead works


		& Faith towards God


	2) Doctrine of Baptisms


		& Laying on of hands


	 3) Resurrection of the dead


		& eternal judgement


Before this the writer says he wants them to go on unto "perfection", or maturity, the 7th foundation. 





	Now we see we must be in unity on 3 subjects (each with 2 parts) before we can even go on to perfection, or maturity in Christ. Basicly these topics are this:


	


	1) We must repent, change our mind and turn away from, doing dead works, lifeless religious traditions and rituals, and enter the rest of faith in what God has done thru Jesus to pay for our sins.





	2) You believe in your heart in Christ, and are baptised into his body; this is the "One Baptism" or key salvation baptism. You are water baptised by a minister who lays his hands on you, as an outward sign of this faith, and you are baptised in the Holy Spirit (which can be as a minister lays his hands on you) and fire to have power for His work. You can as a believer lay hands on the sick and they will recover. 





	3) The dead will rise on the last day when Christ returns. We will all have supernatural bodies. The lost who rejected Christ will be judged for their sins and sentenced to eternity in hell.





	Many can still agree on these basic tenets; those who cannot oppose themselves and scripture. These teachings are the foundations we must agree on. We will not find unity to grow as a people in any community of any size without proper understanding of these basic issues. 





	So why is there disunity? There was division in Jesus' day also; he rebuked the scribes and pahrisees for "straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel". It is the same today; disunity is caused by religious leaders who focus on minor issues and ignore the major issues. 


	Paul demonstrated the right attitude for unity; he knew nothing but Christ and Him crucified as a starting point. From there he built foundations, walls, and a roof.      





	I am currently living in a situation which defines this nonsense. God bless the brethren who I am with today. They are building a new work. They are a denomination which I will not name; a very nice sincere christian group. They are beginning a members course which I have not seen, it may be good or leavened, I don't know. It is in 2 parts; part 1 will be the denomination's doctrine, which will be followed by a 2 week course on tithing! 2 weeks on a subject Christ only mentioned 3 times in passing refering to it as an old covenant law which was being flaunted by self-righteous men who ignored the "weightier matters of Mercy, Justice and Truth". A subject never taught by the apostles to the New Covenant believers, only mentioned in passing 1 time in Hebrews relating (in context) to Christ's superior Covenant!


	This is where we miss it, and are carnal babes divided into man's denominations instead of being Christ's body in our cities; straining at gnats and swallowing camels. Majoring on minors. And why is tithing so important to denominations? Any 1st year business major can explain that if you can't figure it out! It's called the bottom line. Woe unto those who's bottom line is not Jesus Christ's New Covenant.





	Now Jesus said He came not to bring peace but a sword. Unity is just not the bottom line for God; Mery, Justice, Truth and Love is God's bottom line. Paul said God (Christ) is not divided, and Jesus prayed in the garden before He died that we all would be one as He was one with the Father. I can't imagine Jesus arguing with the Father, going off to a corner of heaven putting up a sign "The Son area of Heaven". Yet we have done this with our denominations, and even with our non-denominational churches.





	A final word about foundations and unity. Peter tells us God built the church on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus the chief cornerstone. Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:20 that Gods set in the church the apostles and prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 12 "first apostles, 2nd prophets..." These 2 ministries are the key to unity and God's church being what it can be.


	Some denominations say apostles passed away in the first century. They have no solid scripture on this, and church history proves otheriwse. I say no; they have always been in the church right along with the other ministry gifts.                                


	I believe we are seeing God's apostles in these last days as in the book of acts. I believe Christ will come back for a bride without spot or blemish. I believe that there are arising false apostles, but God's true apostles and prophets will manifest power and authority as Peter and Paul of old. Wicked men will be blinded and even die confronting these men. God will show the church His true ministers and the sheep will follow.


	Jesus told a parable of the end of the world called The wheat and tares. The wheat were gathered into the barn and the tares were burned. There will be safety in the end times for those who gather together in unity under God's true ministers. They will be willing to sell what they have and lay it at the apostle's feet. The evidence will be clear; God will not allow the elect to be deceived. 


	Those who hold to their pet doctrines and denominations, and separate from God's truth will be tried in the fire, and will burn up as wood, hay and stubble.


	I pray we can find the truth and be in unity with God's Word, His people and Spirit in these end times. If we build upon a good foundation we will endure the storms. God has preserved the writings of the New Testament; our new covenant, so we can build according to the pattern. His apostles have the gift to set the house in order. Lord help us to build your church in every city. Amen.   


